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INTRODUCTION 


Describing  the  Nature ,  &c.  of  Comets ,  ^ 
gathered  from  Obferuation ,  according  to 
the  Sentiments  of  Sir  liaac  Newton,  and 
other  the  befi  modern  Afronomers. 

E  C  A  U  S  E  Comets  feldom 
appear,  their  Nature,  Motion, 
Diifance,  Tails,  and  other  Par¬ 
ticulars  regarding  them,  have 
not  been  accurately  obferved  till 
within  lefs  than  a  Century  paft. 
We  think  it  will  not  be  unacceptable  therefore, 
if,  by  Way  of  Introduction  to  the  following 
Diflertation,  we  explain,  in  a  few  Words, 
their  principal  Phenomena,  upon  wrhich  the 
modern  Hypothelis  of  them  is  founded. 

Firft  then,  Comets  which  proceed  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  Order  of  the  Signs,  are  all,  a  little 
before  they  difappear,  ufually  more  flow  or 
retrograde,  if  the  Earth  move  between  them 
and  the  Sun  }  and,  on  the  contrary,  fwifter, 
if  the  Polition  of  the  Earth  be  in  a  different 
Part  of  the  Syftem.  But  thofe  which  proceed 
contrary  to  the  Order  of  the  Signs,  are  fwifter 
when  the  Earth  is  between  them  and  the  Sun, 
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and  flower,  or  retrograde,  if  the  Earth  be  in  a 
contrary  Situation.  The  Reafon  of  this  is, 
that  when  they  wander  not  among  the  fix'd 
Stars,  but  the  Planets,  their  Appearance  is  a  fi¬ 
fe  died  by  the  Earth's  Motion  in  the  fame 
Manner  as  the  Planets,  which  makes  them 
feem  to  move  fometimes  flower,  fometimes 
fwifter,  and  even  fometimes  retrograde. 

Secondly ,  So  long  as  they  move  fwiftly,  they 
proceed,  with  regard  to  us,  in  large  Circles ; 
but  in  the  End  of  their  Courfe  they  decline 
from  thefe  Circles,  and,  whenever  the  Earth  is 
moved  one  Way,  they  are  borne  the  contrary. 
The  Reafon  of  this  is,  becaufe  in  the  End  of 
their  Courfe,  when  they  go  from  the  Earth 
almofi  in  a  right  Line,  that  Part  of  their  ap¬ 
parent  Motion,  which  rifes  from  their  Para- 
laxes,  bears  a  greater  Proportion  to  their 
whole  apparent  Motion. 

'Thirdly ,  They  move  in  Elipfes,  the  Nave 
of  which  is  in  the  Center  of  the  Sun,  and  by 
Lines  drawn  from  the  Sun,  they  defcribe  equal 
Areas  in  equal  Times:  The  Reafon  of  which 
is,  that  they  do  not  rove  out  of  one  Vortex 
into  another,  with  an  uncertain  Motion }  but, 
as  they  belong  to  the  folar  Syfiem,  return 
with  a  confiant  and  perpetual  Motion  in  their 
own  Orbits. 

Fourthly ,  The  Light  of  their  Heads  in- 
creafes  in  their  Recefs  from  the  Earth  towards 
the  Sun ;  On  the  contrary,  in  their  Receis  from 
the  Sun  towards  the  Earth,  it  decreafes :  Be- 
caufe,  when  they  revolve  in  the  Regions  of  the 
Planets,  their  Accels  to  the  Sun  bears  a  Propor¬ 
tion  Efficiently  great  to  their  whole  Difiance, 

Fifthly ,  Their  Tails  appear  moft  large  and 
fplendid,  immediately  after  their  Tranlit  of  the 
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folar  Region  ;  becaufe  their  Heads,  being 
then  moll  intenfely  heated,  emit  the  greateft 
Quantity  of  Vapours. 

Sixthly ,  Their  Tails  always  decline  from 
their  Oppofition  to  the  Sun  into  thofe  Parts, 
which  their  Heads  leave  as  they  proceed  in 
their  Orbits.  Of  which  the  Reafon  is,  that 
all  Smoke,  or  Vapours,  ifluing  from  a  Body 
in  Motion,  afcends  obliquely,  Hill  receding 
Part,  in  which  the  emitting  Body 

7y,  That  the  Deflexion  or  Declina¬ 
tion,  ceteris  paribus ,  is  lefs  when  the  Head 
approaches  nearer  the  Sun,  and  alfo  lefs  near 
the  Head  of  the  Comet,  than  at  the  Extremity 
of  the  Tail :  Becaufe  the  Vapour  afcends  more 
fwiftly  near  the  Head  of  the  Comet,  than  at 
the  Extremity  of  the  Tail;  and  when  the 
Comet  is  lefs  remote  from  the  Sun,  than 
when  more. 

Eighthly ,  The  Tails  in  their  convex  Part 
are  fomewhat  more  fplendid,  and  diflindtly 
terminated,  than  in  their  concave  Part ;  be¬ 
caufe  the  Vapour  in  the  fwelling  Part  that 
proceeds,  being  fomewhat  fuller  and  thicker, 
reflects  the  Light  more  copioufly. 

Ninthly ,  The  Tails,  at  their  upper  Ex¬ 
tremity,  always  feem  broader  than  near  the 
Plead  of  the  Comet.  The  Reafon  of  which 
is,  that  a  Vapour,  in  open  Space,  continually 
rarifies  and  dilates. 

tfenthly,  The  Tails  are  tranfparent,  and 
even  the  fmalleft  Stars  are  feen  thro*  them  ; 
becaufe  the  Vapours,  of  which  they  conlift, 
are  extremely  thin. 

Thefe  are  the  chief  Phenomena  of  Comets, 
and  the  apparent  Reafons  of  them;  which 
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are  little  agreeable  to  die  Dreams  of  the  An~ 
tients,  and  the  not  very  happy  Conjectures 
of  moll  modem  Philofophers.  Yet  there 
were,  even  among  the  Antients,  fome  who 
took  them  for  perpetual  Stars,  that  moved  in 
their  own  Orbits.  Seneca ,  in  the  Paflage  we 
have  chofen  for  a  Motto,  goes  further,  and 
propheiies  that  fome  time  or  other  their  true 
Nature  will  be  found  out.  It  has  been  fo  in 
the  prefent  Age,  by  the  moll  excellent  Sir 
Ifaac  Newton ,  who  proves  thfcm  to  be  folid, 
comoaCl,  fixed  and  durable  Bodies:  and  in 
fhort,  a  Kind  of  Planets,  which  move  freely 
various  Ways  in  oblique  Lines,  and  very  often 
have  a  Motion  quite  contrary  to  the  Courfe  of 
the  other  Planets  ;  that  their  Tail  is  a  very 
thin  Vapour,  which  the  Head  or  Nut  emits  in 
Proportion  as  it  is  heated  by  the  Sun. 

According  to  the  Reafoning  of  the  fame 
Philolopher,  the  Duration  of  Comets  is  proved 
by  the  Degrees  of  Heat  they  imbibe  in  their 
Perihelia.  He  made  a  Calculation,  that  the 
Comet  in  1680  mult  contract  a  Heat  2000 
times  greater  than  that  of  a  red  hot  Iron. 
Whence  he  concluded,  that  its  Body  mull  be 
very  compaCl,  and  as  ancient  as  the  World  : 
Otherwile  it  could  not  have  refilled  the  Rays 
of  the  Sun,  in  that  Proximity,  but  mull  have 
evaporated.  The  Line,  he  fays,  comprifed 
between  the  Center  of  the  Sun  and  this  Comet, 
in  ips  Perihelia,  was  to  the  Radius  of  the 
Earth's  Orbit  as  600  to  100,000.  The  Heat 
perceived  on  the  Earth,  then,  was  to  that  of 
the  contrary  360,000  to  10,000,000,000,  or  as 
1  to  28,000.  Now  as  the  greateft  Heat  in 
Summer  is  to  that  of  boiling  Water,  but  as  I 
to  3  and  as  this  lall  is  yet  four  times  lefs 
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than  that  of  red  hot  Iron,  he  found  that  the 
Iron’s  Heat  was  to  that  of  the  Comet  as  14  to 
28,000,  or  as  1  to  aooo. 

But  the  periodical  Revolutions  of  the 
Comets5  is  what  at  prefent  engages  the  princi- 
pal  Attention  of  many  Philo fophers.  The  Re¬ 
turn  of  that  which  appear'd  in  1682,  may  be 
expe&ed  in  1757  or  1758;  there  being  the 
greater  room  to  believe  it  was  the  fame  that 
was  feen  in  1607  :  For  there  was  fo  little  Dif¬ 
ference  found  between  the  Velocity,  the 
Nodes,  and  the  Inclinations  of  the  one  and 
the  other,  that  it  may  be  coollderd  merely  as 
the  Attraittonof  the  Planets,, and  other  Comets. 

M.  CaJJini  has  di  (covered,  that  alrnofL  all 
thole  traniient  Bodies  have  a  Road  different 
from  that  of  the  Planets.  This  new  Zodiac, 
and  periodical  Return,  removes  the  only  natu¬ 
ral  Caufe  we  had  to  apprehend  Danger  from 
them :  For  if  there  were  fortuitous  Bodies, 
which  accidently  might  fall  in  with  our  Eclip¬ 
tic,  what  a  Difaller  would  it  be  for  our  Earth, 
if  unhappily  it  ihould  chance  to  be  in  the  fame 
Point.  The  Idea  of  two  Bombs,  which  burn 
on  dafiaing  together  in  the  Air,  is  infinitely  be¬ 
low  what  we  ought  to  have  of  fuch  a  Ren¬ 
counter  as  this.  But  fortunately  for  us,  it  has 
been  difcoveied  that  the  greatdi  Part  of  the 
Comets,  in  the  Nodes  of  their  Orbits,  are  much 
nearer  the  Sun  than  our  Earth,  Ferns,  or  Mer¬ 
cury.  This  is  the  great  Foundation  of  our  Se¬ 
curity,  in  the  only  Particular  we  have  to  dread; 
and  in  this  we  learn  how  many  Thanks  we  owe 
to  the  Supreme  Being,  for  fo  great  a  Benefit. 
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DISSERTATION 


O  N 

COMETS,  &c. 

To  #  *  *  %  *  # 

SIR, 

HO’  I  am  no  Aftrotionier,  ei-  No  good  Rm° 
ther  in  Fad  or  bv  Profeffion,  finforJ>ehey* 
I  have  considered  carefully  what  Jtsprefaggh 
the  bed  Writers  on  the  Subjed: 
of  Comets  have  publifhed  5  but 
I  muft  own,  that  nothing  of  it 
all  feems  convincing  to  me,  except  what  has 
been  faid  again#  the  popular  Error,  u  That  N 
u  they  threaten  the  World  with  an  infinite 
a  Number  of  Calamities/' 

I  cannot  comprehend  therefore,  how  fo 
learned  a  Man  as  you,  Sir,  who  from  the 
very  Return  of  the  late  Comet,  at  a  Time 
prefix'd,  ftould  have  been  convinced  that 
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they  are  Bodies  fubjed  to  the  ordinary  Laws  of 
Nature,  and  not  Prodigies  ;  can  run  with  the 
Torrent  of  Mankind,  and  imagine,  with  the 
Vulgar,  in  Spite  of  the  Reafonings  of  the 
wifer  Few,  that  they  are  Heralds  of  Arms, 
fent  from  God  to  declare  War  againffc  the 
human  Species.  If  you  were  a  Preacher,  I 
Ihould  pardon  you  5  becaufe  fuch  Thoughts, 
being  naturally  the  moll  proper  to  drefs  in  all 
the  pompous  and  pathetic  Ornaments  of  Rhe- 
fcorick,  do  much  more  Honour  to  thofe  who 
retail  them,  and  make  deep  Impreffion  on  the 
Confciences  of  the  Hearers,  than  a  hundred 
other  Proportions  demonftratively  proved. 
But  I  cannot  relifh,  that  a  Collegiate  Tutor, 
who  has  nothing  to  perfuade  the  People  of, 
and  who  ought  to  nourifh  his  own  Mind  with 
the  purelt  Reafon,  Ihould  fall  into  Senti¬ 
ments  fo  infupportable,  and  trull  his  Faith  to 
Tradition,  with  a  few  Scraps  of  the  Poets 
and  Hillorians,  than  which  there  cannot  be  a 
worfe  Foundation. 

To  begin  with  the  Poets  :  You  are  not 
ignorant,  Sir,  that  they  are  all  fo  fond  of 
befprinkling  their  Works  with  pompous  De¬ 
fer  iptions,  fuch  as  thofe  of  Prodigies,  and 
giving  an  Air  of  Marvellous  to  all  the  Ad¬ 
ventures  of  their  Heroes,  that,  to  arrive  at? 
thefe  Ends,  they  invent  a  thoufand  llrange 
Things.  Far  therefore  from  believing,  on 
their  Word,  that  the  Ruin  of  the  Roman 
Republic  was  the  Effed  of  two  or  three 
Comets,  I  would  not  even  believe  that  any 
fuch  Comets  did  appear,  if  others  had  not 
confirmed  it.  We  are  to  imagine,  that  a 
Man  who  once  takes  it  in  hi#  Bead  to  write 
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a  Poem,  takes  Pofieffion  of  all  Nature  at 
the  fame  Time  ;  Heaven  and  Earth  adt  but 
by  his  Order ;  Eclipfes  or  Earthquakes  hap¬ 
pen  if  he  thinks  good ;  and  all  the  Ele¬ 
ments  move  as  he  fees  Occafion  :  Armies  in 
the  Air,  or  Monfters  on  Earth,  you  behold  as 
many  alfo  as  he  pleafes  ;  Angels  and  Daemons 
appear  whenever  he  ordains;  the  Gods  them- 
fel  ves,  mounted  on  Machines,  are  ready  to 
fupply  his  Occalions ;  and  as  Comets,  above 
all  Things,  are  needful  for  him,  becaufe  of 
the  Prejudice  there  is  in  their  Behalf,  he  cer¬ 
tainly  leizes  all  he  finds  in  Hifiory  :  If  he 
finds  none,  he  makes  them  himfelf,  and 
makes  them  in  fuch  a  Manner,  as  to  fhew 
Heaven  moll  peculiarly  interefted  in  his  Sub- 
jed.  Who  would  not  laugh,  to  fee  Men  of 
Underltanding  give  no  other  Proof  of  the 
Malignity  of  thefe  new  Stars,  than  the  Terris 
mutanteni  regna  Comet  en  of  hue  an  ;  the  Reg- 
norum  everfor  rubuit  Jeibale  Cometes  of  Sihus 
It  aliens  ;  the  Nee  diri  toties  arfere  Comet  ee  of 
Virgil ;  the  Nunquam  terns  fpeffatum  impune 
Comet  en  of  Claudian ,  and  other  like  Sayings 
of  the  Poets  ? 

Hiftorians,  I  confefs,  do  not  afllnne  the  Authority  of 
fame  Liberty  of  inventing  extraordinary  Phse-  the  Hiftorians, 
nomena :  But  they  aifeover,  for  the  moft 
Part,  fo  great  a  Propenfity  to  report  all  the 
Miracles  and  V7ilions  which  the  Credulity  of 
the  Vulgar  has  authorized,  that  it  would  be 
imprudent  to  credit  all  they  deliver  of  this 
Kind.  Whether  they  believe  their  Hiftories 
would  appear  too  iimple,  without  Prodigies 
and  fupernatural  Accidents  ;  or  that  they 
hope  by  this  Sort  of  Seafoning  to  pleafe  the 
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natural  Tafte  of  Mankind,  and  to  keep  the 
Reader  always  in  Breath  ;  or  that  they  ima¬ 
gine  thefe  miraculous  Strokes  will  fignaiize 
their  Hiltories  in  future  Times  ;  it  is  certain 
that  Hiflorians  take  great  Delight  in  Tales  of 
the  wonderful  Clafs.  Livy ,  tho*  a  Man  of 
good  Senfe  and  elevated  Genius,  is  an  eminent 
Proof  of  this  ;  and  his  Hiftory,  other  wife 
almofl  perfect,  is  full  of  ridiculous  Omens. 

But,  not  to  call  in  Queltion  the  Authority 
of  the  Hiftorians,  let  us  confent  to  believe 
there  have  been  as  many  Comets  as  they  re¬ 
cord,  and  as  many  Misfortunes  in  the  Years 
following  as  they  relate.  If  I  grant  this 
fo  be  it;  this  is  all  I  will  grant,  and  all  you 
can  reafonabJy  delire.  And  what  does  the 
Whole  of  it  amount  to  ?  I  defy  you,  with  all 
your  Subtlety,  to  infer  from  it,  that  the 
Comets  were  either  the  Caufes,  or  the  Signs, 
of  thofe  Misfortunes  which  followed  their 
Apparition.  The  Tcilimony  of  the  Hifo- 
rians  then,  can  only  prove  that  Comets  have 
appeared,  and  that  there  have  been  Diforders 
in  the  World  ;  which  is  far  from  proving 
that  one  of  thefe  two  Things  is  the  Caufe  or 
the  Prognoftic  of  the  other  :  Unlefs  you  will 
admit,  that  a  Woman,  who  never  puts  her 
Head  out  at  Window  in  Fleet-Jheet ,  but  ., 
fhe  fees  Coaches  pafs  by,  may  imagine 
that  flie  is  the  Caufe  of  their  Palling ;  or  at 
leaf,  that  her  putting  out  her  Head  fhould 
be  a  Prefage  to  all  the  Neighbourhood,  that 
Coaches  certainly  will  pafs. 

9f  After  this  it  would  be  fuperfluous  to  give 
a  particular  Refutation  of  the  Prejudice  of 
Tradition  :  For  it  is  manifeit,  that  if  the 
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indent  fuperftitious  Opinion  concerning  Co¬ 
mets,  has  any  juft  Foundation,  it  confifts  en¬ 
tirely  in  the  Teftimony  of  Hiftorians,  and 
other  Writers  of  different  Ages ;  fo  that  if 
this  Teftimony  be  of  no  Weight,  as  I  fhali 
by  and  by  make  more  apparent,  all  the  Suf¬ 
frages  founded  upon  it  muft  vanifh  at  once. 

Pity  we  cannot  look  into  the  Minds  of  Men, 
at  the  Inftant  they  chufe  an  Opinion  !  I  am 
fure  if  this  could  be,  we  fhould  reduce  the 
Votes  of  Thoufands  and  Thoufands  to  the 
Authority  of  two  or  three  Perfons,  who  hav¬ 
ing  broach’d  a  Dodtrine,  which  they  are  fup- 
pofed  to  have  examined  thoroughly,  impofe 
it  on  others  by  the  Prejudice  of  their  own 
Merit  j  and  thefe  again  on  others,  who  find 
it  more  agreeable  to  their  natural  Indolence 
to  believe  at  once  what  is  told  them,  than  to 
be  at  the  Pains  of  conlidering  it  themfelves. 
Thus  the  Number  of  credulous  and  idle  Fol¬ 
lowers,  by  increaiing  every  Day,  produces 
a  new  Engagement  to  bring  more  into  an 
Opinion  which  they  fee  fo  general,  and  which 
they  perfuade  themfelves  would  never  have 
become  fo,  but  for  the  Solidity  of  their  Rea- 
fons  who  firft  eftablifhed  it.  At  laft  a  Man 
fees  himfelf  obliged  to  believe  what  all  the 
World  believes,  for  fear  of  paffing  for  a  con-  ' 
ceited  Fellow,  who  thinks  he  knows  more 
than  any  Body  elfe,  and  contradicts  the  moil 
venerable  Antiquity  :  It  becomes  meritorious 
to  examine  nothing,  and  rely  wholly  on 
Tradition. 

Judge  yourfelf,  if  a  hundred  Millions  of 
Men  engaged  in  an  Opinion  by  fuch  Means, 
can  make  it  a  whit  the  more  probable  ;  and^ 

if 
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if  all  the  great  Prepoffeffion  ariiing  from  this 
Multitude  of  Difciples,  ought  not  in  Juftice 
to  be  reduced  to  the  Opinion  of  two  or  three, 
who  perhaps  have  examined  what  they 
teach.  Reded,  Sir,  on  the  many  fabulous 
Opinions  that  have  been  hunted  down  within 
thefe  few  Years ;  Had  they  not  all  a  great 
Number  of  Partifans  ?  Did  it  not  appear  that 
thefe  Sticklers  for  them,  only  copied  the 
Sentiments  of  others?  Were  all  thefe  O- 
pinions  then  any  more  than  one,  than  his 
who  broach'd  it  ?  By  the  fame  Rule  conclude, 
that  tho’  many  Nations,  and  many  Ages, 
agree  to  accufe  the  Comets  of  all  the  Difalters 
that  have  happened  in  the  World  after  their 
Apparition,  the  Sentiment  has  no  more  Pro¬ 
bability,  than  if  feven  or  eight  only  had  em¬ 
braced  it ;  becaufe  among  all  who  do,  or  have 
believed  this,  fcarce  more  have  examined  it 
upon  the  Principles  of  Philofophy. 

Why  the  Phi -  Would  you  know,  Sir,  why  I  have  not 
lofophers  are  made  Ufc  of  the  Authority  of  the  Philofo- 
not  produced .  pPerS5  as  well  as  the  Poets  and  Hiltorians  ? 

My  Reafon  is  this  :  Becaufe  I  am  perfuaded 
that  if  the  Suffrages  of  the  Philofophers  has 
made  any  Jmpreilion  on  your  Mind,  it  is 
only  as  they  make  the  Tradition  more  gene¬ 
ral,  and  not  for  the  Reafons  with  which  they 
fupport  it.  You  know  better  than  to  be  the 
Dupe  of  any  Philofopher  whatever,  provided 
he  attacks  you  in  a  Way  of  Reafoning  only; 
for  I  mult  do  you  the  jultice  to  fay,  that 
you  follow  only  the  moll  pure  Reafon,  where, 
,  you  think  Reafon  has  any  Builnefs.  Shall  I 
tell  you  then,  as  an  old  Friend,  how  you 
firit  came  to  fall  into  this  vulgar  Opinion, 

without 
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without  confuting  the  Oracle  of  your  Rea* 
fon  ?  It  is  becaufe  you  think  there  is  fome- 
thing  divine  in  the  Matter,  as  it  has  been  faid 
of  certain  Diftempers  upon  the  Authority  of 
Hippocrates  :  It  is  becaufe  you  imagine  that 
the  general  Gonfent  of  all  Nations,  thro'  all 
Ages,  can  proceed  only  from  a  Kind  of  In- 
fpiration  ;  Vox  cPopuIt^  Vox  Dei  :  It  is  becaufe 
you  are  ufed,  in  your  Character  of  a  Prieft, 
to  reafon  no  longer,  as  foon  as  you  imagine 
you  fpy  a  My  fiery  :  In  a  Word,  it  is  becaufe, 
having  a  timorous  Confluence,  you  readily 
believe  that  the  Corruption  of  the  World- 
puts  into  the  Hands  of  God  the  moft  dread¬ 
ful  Scourges  5  which  however  the  good  Deity 
will  not  ufe,  ’till  he  has  feen  whether  Men 
will  repent,  as  he  mercifully  waited  a  hun¬ 
dred  Years  before  the  Deluge.  All  this. 
Sir,  fills  your  Head  with  a  fophiflicai  Au¬ 
thority,  from  which  you  cannot  defend  your- 
felf^  even  by  that  Addrefs  which  enables  you 
fo  well  to  unravel  the  falfe  Reafonings  of  the 
Logicians. 

REAS  O  N  I. 

Agamft  the  Trefages  of  Comets . 

u  That  it  is  very  probable  they  have  no 
u  Power  of  producing  any  Effedt  upon 
u  the  Earth.” 

1 

Tho?  I  cannot  promife  myfelf^  from  what 
I  have  faid,  to  convince  you  by  Reafons  of 
Philofophy  ;  I  fhall  however  firffc  introduce 
fuch  as  occur  to  me,  and  then  talk  to  you 

upon 
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upon  Principles  of  Religion,  to  confirni  what 
I  have  advanced. 

Extent  of  At -  It  very  uncertain,  whether  Bodies  fo  re- 

mo/pheres .  mote  from  the  Earth,  can  emit  thither  any 
Matter  capable  of  great  Aftion  :  For  if  it 
be  the  univerfal  Sentiment  of  Philofophers, 
iince  they  have  been  obliged  to  abandon  the 
common  Opinion  concerning  the  Matter  of 
Comets,  that  the  Atmofphere  of  the  Earth, 
and  the  Vapours  that  it  expands,  terminate 
in  the  middle  Region  of  the  Air,  at  moft 
three  or  four  Leagues  high  j  why  lhould  we 
think  that  the  Atmofpheres  of  Comets  ex¬ 
tends  many  Millions  of  Leagues?  No  Reafon 
can  be  affigned  why  the  Planets  and  Comets 
fhould  produce  Effefts  quite  to  the  Earth, 
while  the  Earth  cannot  produce  any  at  all 
beyond  fo  fmall  a  Diltance. 

If  Comets  e-  Will  it  be  faid  that  lince  Comets  fend  us 
imt  anything  Light,  they  may  as  well  fend  us  any  Thing 
ut  elfe  ?  The  Anfwer  is  eafy.  The  Light  they 

fend  us  proceeds  originally  from  the  Sun,  and 
they  contribute  to  fend  it  hither  merely  in 
the  Quality  of  dark  Bodies,  which  reflect  it 
from  themfelves  :  So  that  whatever  Hypothe¬ 
cs  you  have  recourfe  to,  to  explain  tha 
Propagation  of  Light,  whether  that  of  Ari-* 
Jiotk ,  Epicurus ,  or  Defcartesy  or  the  Prin¬ 
ciples  of  Sir  Ifaac  Newton ,  it  will  be  evident 
that  the  Comets  may  fhine  upon  us  without 
any  politive  Adtion  of  their  own,  and  with¬ 
out  emitting  to  us  the  lealt  Particle  of  their 
*  own  Subftance. 

If  their  light  Will  it  be  faid  that  the  Light  detaches  a 
detaches  any  Number  of  Atoms  from  the  Body  of  the 
tom,  Comet,  and  brings  them  to  us  when  it  comes 

hither 
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hither  by  Reflection  ?  If  this  be  all,  no  Ad« 
diton  is  requifite  to  the  former  Anfwer. 

The  Atoms  which  the  Light  of  the  Sun  ex«* 
hales  from  the  Earth  and  the  Water,  follow 
the  reflected  Light  but  a  very  little  Way, 
and  by  Parity  of  Reafon  it  is  the  fame  with 
thofe  it  exhales  from  other  Bodies. 

Will  it  be  faid,  that  even  the  Light  reflected 
by  the  Comets,  is  capable  of  doing  great 
Harm  ?  This  is  improbable,  becauie  that 
Light  is  no  more,  when  the  Effects  afcribed 
to  the  Comets  are  produced  ;  and  that,  be- 
lides,  the  Action  of  this  Light  is  fo  feeble 
with  regard  to  us,  that  a  tingle  Taper,  in 
the  Midft  of  a  F  ield,  wrould  both  illuminate 
and  warm  the  circumambient  Air  more  than 
this  Comet.  As  it  would  be  ridiculous,  there¬ 
fore,  to  attribute  to  the  Light  of  this  Lamp 
the  Power  of  producing  great  Changes  in  the 
Sphere  of  its  Activity,  it  is  equally  ridiculous 
to  attribute  to  the  Comets  the  Power  of  al¬ 
tering  our  Elements,  and  diffurbing  the  pub¬ 
lic  Tranquility.  For  to  own  that  the  Light 
of  Comets  is  only  that  of  the  Sun  extremely 
weakened,  and  yet  to  attribute  to  it  Effects 
that  the  Sun  cannot  produce,  is  like  maintain¬ 
ing  that  a  Candle,  which  cannot  keep  the 
Cold  out  of  a  Clofet,  is  fufficient  to  warm  all 
the  Inhabitants  of  a  large  Town. 

Will  it  be  faid,  that  there  is  much  Dif-  That  it  is  as 
ference  betwixt  the  Earth  and  the  Comets,  and  fir 

that  tho*  the  Exhalations  of  the  Earth  cannot 
afeend  to  the  Region  of  the  Comets,  it  does  aftend. 
not  follow  that  the  Virtue  of  the  Comets  can¬ 
not  extend  to  us  5  becaufe  it  is  much  eafier  to 
defeend  than  to  rife,  and  there  is  an  AfcenC 

C  from 
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from  hence  to  the  Comets,  but  a  Defcent  from 
dieoi  to  us  ?  But  k  is  not  difficult  to  demo- 
life  this  Objection,  even  upon  the  old  Systems 
of  Pfailofcphy  :  For  if  it  has  any  Force,  it  is 
from  the  Supposition  that  the  Earth  is  in  the 
Centre  of  the  World,  and  that  all  Bodies 
gravitate  towards  it.  As  we  do  not  expert, 
however,  at  this  Day,  to  meet  with  many  ot 
this  Opinion,  we  Shall  not  take  up  any  Time 
to  refute  the Confequences  of  it.  And  admit- 
Ing  the  Sun  to  be  the  Centre  of  Motion  and 
Gravity,  as  the  Generality  of  Mankind  do  now, 
die  whole  Objection  falls  to  the  Ground. 

"Am  the  Ex-  But  let  es  grant,  for  Argument's  Sake, 

that  the  Comets  may  fend  their  Exhalations 
Ay'wjld  ^ie  Earth*  does  it  follow  that  Mankind 
As  earth  feould  be  affedled  by  them  ?  Not  in  the  lead: : 
'■  produce  For  an  Exhalation,  in  palling  thro'  fuch  an 
Ljj'edt there .  immenie  Space,  would  be  divided  into  fuch 
infinitely  fmall  Particles,  and  thefe  be  fo  ex¬ 
panded  over  the  whole  Polar  Syftem,  that  they 
could  no  more  alter  any  Part  of  it,  than  the 
fmalkli  Grain  of  Salt,  when  diflolved,  would 
alter  a  very  large  Ciftern  of  Water.  Nay,  the 
whole  Body  of  a  Comet,  reduced  to  Powder, 
and  expanded  in  this  Manner,  could  be  of 
no  more  Confequence  to  our  Globe,  than  the 
laid  Grain  of  Salt  in  the  Ciftern,  or,  if  you 
pfeafe,  in  a  large  Pool 

Wrong  u  he  Finally,  will  it  be  Paid,  that  it  is  not  sm 
Pfitive  with-  poffible  that  Comets  fhould  elance  to  the 
me  Proof, :  Earth  a  very  active  Matter  or  Quality  ?  This 

*  is  the  moll  reafonable  Thing  that  can  be  laid 

on  the  Subjedt,  and  yet  it  is  faying  nothing  at, 
all ;  becaule  it  is  not  only  poilibie,  but  even 
very  apparent,  that  the  Comets  dance  to  the 

Earth 
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Earth  neither  Quality  nor  Matter  capable  of 
any  great  Action  ’  and  becaufe  in  Queftioiis 
where  there  is  no  more  Reafon  for  one  Side 
than  for  the  other,  thofe  who  affirm  are  al¬ 
ways  more  to  blame,  than  thofe  who  fuipend 
their  Judgment.  So  that  as  we  have  no  po- 
litive  Reafon  that  may  incline  us  to  believe 
the  Influence  of  Comets,  and,  on  the  contrary, 
as  we  have  many  Reafons  to  incline  us  to  re- 
jedt  that  Opinion,  thofe  who  take  thr-firft 
Side  of  the  Queffion  are  manifeiily  wrong. 

REASON  II, 

That  if  Comets  had  the  Tower  to  produce 
any  Thing  upon  Earth ,  it  might  as  well 
be  Trojperity  as  Calamity . 

In  the  fecond  Place,  fuppoflng  that  Comets 
fend  to  the  Earth  many  Particles  capable  of 
great  Adtion,  there  is  no  more  Reafon  to 
maintain  that  they  ought  to  produce  Pefti- 
lence,  War,  or  Famine,  than  that  they  are  pro¬ 
ductive  of  Health,  Peace,  and  Plenty  :  For 
no  Man  knows  the  Nature  of  thefe  Corpuf - 
culaj  their  Figure,  their  Motion,  or  the  o- 
ther  Qualities  of  their  Parts.  Is  it  any  bet¬ 
ter  Senfe  to  fay,  the  prefent  Comet,  which 
has  not  made  us  a  bit  wanner  than  ufual  for 
the  Time  of  the  Year,  will  caufe  a  War  three 
Years  after  it  is  gone,  becaufe,  by  wanning  the 
Mafs  of  Blood,  it  will  make  Men  more  vindic¬ 
tive}  than  to  fay  that  it  will  bring  on  a  Peace 
at  that  Time,  becaufe,  by  cooling  the  Mafs  of 
Blood,  it  will  render  Mankind  wifer  ? 

C  2 
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Yes,  forne  perhaps  will  anfwer  ;  it  being 
more  probable,  that  the  grofs  Matter,  which 
comes  to  us  from  the  Extremities  of  the  folar 
Syftem,  not  being  proportioned  to  the  terre- 
ftrial  Bodies,  does  every  Thing  contrary  to  us, 
than  it  is,  that  it  brings  or  preferves  favour¬ 
able  Difpofitions.  It  may  augment  the  Cold 
in  Winter,  and  the  Heat  in  Summer,  and 
drive  every  Thing  to  Extremes. 

I  anfwer,  All  thefe  are  Conjectures  in  the 
Air,  no  more  probable  than  what  may  be 
made  on  the  other  Side.  I  may  as  well  fup- 
pofe  that  this  grofs  Matter  is  a  fat  unbluous 
Ferment,  which  makes  the  Earth  fertile,  like 
the  Slime  which  the  'Nile  leaves  after  its  In¬ 
undation  ;  that  it  purifies  the  Air  from  the 
Seeds  of  all  Difeafes,  and  is  fo  philtrifed  be¬ 
fore  it  comes  to  us,  as  to  be  incapable  of 
doing  us  any  Injury. 

REASON  III, 

That  Aflrology^  which  is  the  Foundation  of 
all  Predictions  from  the  Comets ,  is  the 
mojl  ridiculous  J  'king  in  the  World. 

In  the  third  Place  I  fay,  that  the  Predi&ions 
of  Comets  turning  only  upon  aftrological  Prin¬ 
ciples,  they  cannot  but  be  very  ridiculous; 
becauie  there  never,, was  any  Thing  more  im¬ 
pertinent,  more  chimerical,  than  Aftrology  ; 
nothing  more  ignominous  to  human  Nature, 
to  the  Shame  of  which,  it  will  be  eternally 
recorded,  that  there  have  been  Men  Cheats 
enough  to  deceive  others,  under  Pretence  of 

knowing 


(  21  ) 

knowing  heavenly  Things,  and  Men  Fools 
enough  to  give  credit  to  thofe  Cheats,  fo  far 
as  to  fet  up  the  public  Office  of  an  Altrolo- 
ger,  and  not  to  dare  put  on  a  new  Garment, 
or  plant  a  Tree,  without  his  fpecial  Appro¬ 
bation. 

W ould  you  know  of  one  of  thefe  Profef-  jargon  of  tb 
fors,  what  are  the  particular  Things  predicted  AJtrologers . 
by  this  Comet  ?  He  will  tell  you,  that  the 
particular  Virtue  of  a  Comet  depends  upon 
the  Quality  of  the  Sign,  and  the  Houfe  in 
which  it  began  to  appear,  and  alfo  on  the  Af- 
peht  it  was  in  with  the  Planets.  That  this  Si¬ 
tuation  mult  be  particularly  regarded,  in  order 
to  make  the  Morofcope  of  a  Comet  ;  to  which 
mult  be  added,  the  Conlideration  of  the  Signs 
thro’  which  it  palfes  fucceffively.  Then  he 
tells  you,  that  there  are  mafculine  Signs,  and 
feminine  Signs  ;  earthy  Signs  and  watry,  cold 
Signs  and  hot,  diurnal  Signs  and  nocturnal, 

&c.  That  every  Planet  prelides  over  a  certain 
Portion  of  the  Earth,  and  a  certain  Species  of 
Mankind,  and  Things  *  Saturn ,  for  Example,  * 
over  Bavaria  and  Spain ,  over  a  Part  of  Italy, 
over  Ravenna  and  Ingoljiad ,  over  the  Jews 
and  the  Moors  ;  over  Handing  Ponds,  Com¬ 
mon-Sewers,  and  Church- Yards  ;  over  old 
Age,  over  the  Spleen,  over  Black  and  Tawny, 
over  Sour;  for  even  Colours  andTaltes  come 
under  their  Domination.  He  will  add,  that 
the  Signs,  and  in  particular  thofe  of  the 
Zodiac  k,  have  alfo  their  proper  Divilions  up¬ 
on  the  Globe  of  the  Earth,  for  the  Exercife 
of  their  Power.  The  Ramy  for  Eixample, 
rules  over  all  Things  fubjecfc  to  the  Planet 
Mars ,  his  Gueft  (for  you  mu  A  obferve,  that 
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every  Planet  has  a  Lodging  affigned  him,  in 
fome  Sign  of  the  Heavens)  which  are.  The 
North,  a  Part  of  Italy  and  Germany ,  England , 
and  the  Capital  of  tyoland ;  the  Liver,  the 
Gall  *  Soldiers,  Butchers,  Bailiffs,  Hangmen  } 
Red,  Bitter,  Pungent.  Belides  this,  he  reigns 
over  cPaleJhne,  Armenia ,  the  Red  Sea ,  IDr- 
gundy ,  the  Cities  of  Mentz  and  Mar  fellies . 
The  Aftrologer  will  tell  you  farther,  that 
there  are  twelve  Houfes  to  conlider  in  the 
Heavens,  of  which  each  has  its  particular 
Functions,  and  belongs  to  a  certain  Planet. 
For  Example,  the  firft  Houfe  regards  Life, 
and  the  Conflitution  of  the  Body  ;  and  the 
laft  refers  to  Enemies,  Imprifomnents,  and 
the  Fidelity  of  Domeflicks.  Mercury ,  more 
than  any  other  Planet,  takes  Pleafure  in  the 
firfl  ;  and  from  thence  beftows  a  happy  Life, 
and  a  ffrong  Conftitution.  Venus  delights  in 
the  fifth,  and  promifes  joy  thro'  Children. 

This,  and  many  other  Remarks  of  the  fame 
Nature,  being  laid  down  ;  the  Affrologer  will 
tell  you  to  what  Countries,  what  People,  or 
what  Cattle  the  Comet  is  peculiarly  fent,  and 
what  Sort  of  Ills  it  threatens  them  with.  In 
the  R  am ,  it  iignifies  bloody  Wars,  great 
Mortality,  the  Depreffion  of  great  Men,  the 
Elevation  of  thofe  that  are  mean,  terrible 
Droughts,  in  the  Countries  fubjed:  to  the 
Domination  of  that  Sign.  In  the  Virgin,  it  lig- 
nifies  dangerous  Mifcarriages,  Imprifonments, 
the  Sterility  and  Death  of  many  Women. 
In  the  Scorpion ,  betides  the  preceding  Ills, 
it  threatens  Reptiles  and  Locufts  without 
Number.  In  the  Fijbes ,  Difputes  upon  Ar¬ 
ticles  of  Faith,  frightful  Apparitions  in  the 
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Air,  Civil-Wars,  Plagues;  and  always  the 
Death  of  great  Men. 

If  it  unluckily  happens  that  the  Comets 
pafs  thro’  Signs  of  a  human  Figure,  as  the 
Twins,  the  Virgin ,  Orion ,  Mankind  are 

to  feel  the  EAedts  of  it.  If  they  pafs  thro' 
the  Signs  of  the  Ram ,  the  Bull,  the  Swan, 
the  Eagle,  the  Fifties,  it  is  to  the  Animals  of 
thofe  Species  that  they  are  fent.  If  the  Signs 
are  mafeuline,  Males  are  to  fuffer  by  it ;  if 
feminine,  Women.  If  they  traverfe  the  im- 
modeft  Parts  of  any  Conftellation,  the  Omen 
is  terrible  to  unchafte  Women.  If  the  Comet 
is  fat ur nine  by  its  Situation,  or  its  Afpedt,  it 
produces  all  the  bad  Efledts  aferibed  to 
Saturn ;  as  Jealoufy,  Melancholy,  Dilirufl,  and 
Terror.  If  in  the  fecond  Houfe,  which  i$ 
that  of  Riches,  it  lignifies  Lolles,  Thefts, 
Bankruptcies,  and  fo  on  :  For  in  general,  an 
Aftrologer  judges  of  the  Influence  of  a  Comet 
by  the  Rule,  according  to  which  he  pretends 
that  fuch  a  Sign,  in  fuch  a  Houfe,  and  with 
fuch  an  Afpcdt,  prefages  this  or  that,  to  fuch 
particular  Things. 

Very  feldom  do  they  make  a  Comet  fignify  Comets  feidQm 
any  Thing  good.  There  was  howrever  a  Swifts  made  to  fivni- 
Allrologer,  who,  having  remarked  in  i66i,fy  any  Thin* 
that  a  Comet  palled  by  the  Sign  of  the  Eagle,  &Qod:' 
and  difa^ppeared  at  its  F'eet,  allured  the 
World  that  it  foretold  the  Ruin  of  the 
Tiirkijh  Empire  by  that  of  Germany  :  Which 
was  fo  far  from  being  verified  by  the  Event, 
that  two  Years  after,  the  Turks  had  like  to 
have  taken  all  Hungary,  and  would  manifeftly 
have  invaded  the  Hereditary  Jluftrian  Domi¬ 
nions,  if  the  Supply  fent  to.  the  Emperor  by 
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the  King  of  France,  had  not  put  him  in  a 
Condition  to  make  his  Peace  with  the  Sultan. 
The  Predictions  of  an  Aftrologer  are  like 
thofe  of  a  Poet ;  always  fatal  to  the  Ottomans , 
but  without  any  bad  Conference.  For  the 
whole  1  aft  Century,  all  the  French  Poets,  with 
the  Air  of  an  Oracle,  chanted  forth  the  De¬ 
ft  ruction  of  the  Grand  Turk  by  the  Kings  of 
France ,  and  erected  Trophies  for  the  latter  up¬ 
on  the  Banks  of  Jordan  and  Euphrates .  The 
redoubtable  Mr  Defpreaux ,  who  had  been  fo 
merry  at  Sallies  of  this  Kind,  at  laft  fell  into 
them  himfelf.  I  expect  Thee,  fays  he  to  Lewis 
XIV,  in  two  Tears ,  upon  the  Banks  of  the  Hel¬ 
lespont  ;  and  io  !  he  was  as  falfe  a  Prophet  as 
the  reft  of  his  Brethren. 

It  is  no  new  Thing  for  Aftrologers  to  rea- 
fon  in  this  Manner.  In  the  Time  of  cPliny  it 
was  the  fame.  It  is  no  indifferent  Matter ,  fays 
that  Author,  whether  the  Comets  dart  their 
Rays  this  or  that  Way ,  or  receive  their  Vir¬ 
tue  from  certain  Stars,  or  reprefent  particular 
\ Things }  or  pine  in  certain  Barts  of  the  Hea¬ 
vens .  Now  confider,  Sir,  whether  a  Man 
muft  not  have  put  off  all  Shame  to  lay  down 
Principles  of  this  Sort.  What,  becaufe  a 
Comet  appears  near  certain  Stars,  which  the 
Antients  have  been  pleafed  to  call  the  Virgin , 
in  Complaifance  to  the  poetic  Fidtion,  which 
.makes  Juflice,  or  the  Virgin  Aftr<za,  in  Dif- 
guft  with  the  corrupted  W orld,  afcend  to  Hea¬ 
ven  ;  are  Women  for  this  Reafon  to  be  bar¬ 
ren,  or  to  mifcarry,  or  not  to  get  any  Huf- 
bands  ?  Can  any  two  Things  in  the  World 
hang  worfe  together  ? 
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It  was  mere  Whimfy  that  occafioned  this  <The  cehfikal 
Sign  to  be  reprefented  under  the  Figure  of  a 
Woman  :  For,  in  fait,  it  is  no  more  like  ahu-  22naKinary^ 
man,  than  any  other  Form.  But  if  it  were  true 
that  it  refembled  a  human  Figure,  have  we 
Eyes  good  enough,  with  our  belt  Tellefeopes, 
to  difcern  whether  it  be  a  Male,  or  a  Female, 
that  it  is  moil  like  ?  If  we  could  diftin* 
guifh  even  that,  how  could  we  know  whe¬ 
ther  it  was  a  Virgin,  or  a  Woman  ?  In  a 
Word,  could  we  make  all  thefe  fubtle  Di- 
ftinilions,  and  be  fure  that  a  certain  Num¬ 
ber  of  Stars  are  fo  Htuafed  as  to  form  the 
Likenefs  of  a  fjpotlefs  Maid,  would  it  follow 
that  they  mull  communicate  to  a  Body,  per- 
haps  thirty  millions  of  Leagues  diftant,  an 
Influence  contrary  to  the  Multiplication  of 
human  Nature  ?  It  would  be  infinitely  more 
reafonable  to  advance  this  Impertinence; 

That  if  a  Baker  was  to  make  the  Figure  of 
a  Man  or  a  Woman  upon  a  Cake,  that  Cake 
would  be  turned  into  Poifon  for  all  the  Men 
or  all  the  Women  who  eat  it.  One  may 
juftly  fay  to  the  Ailrologers,  what  tpliny  fays 
of  another  Species  of  Cheats:  That  to  have 
fpoke  fuch  a  Thing  ferioufly ,  proves  a  Man  fo 
have  a  Contempt  for  thofe  he  [peaks  to ,  and  that 
the  Impunity  of  Lying  is  fhame fully  great. 

I  lhall  not  take  up  your  Time  with  a  De¬ 
tail  of  Proofs  for  what  I  advance.  There 
are  already  many  good  Treatifes,  univerfally 
known,  -which  demonlirate  the'  Falfity  of  that 
chimerical  Art,  I  believe  that  no  Man  ever 
writ  againil  Ailrologers  without  confounding 
them,  and  who  could  not  fay  what  the  Romans 
faid  of  Mfrica ,  That  the  Subjeft  afforded 
*  j>  1  then! 
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them  a  Harveft  of  Triumphs  :  If  there  be 
any  fuch  Writer,  he  defer ves  the  fame  Notice 
that  the  Emperor  Gallien  took  of  a  cer¬ 
tain  Knight,  upon  whom  he  fettled  a  Peniion  y 
for  having  purfued  a  Bull  a  long  time,  without 
being  able  to  hit  him  once. 

^heOplmon of  thoufand  Inftances  might  be  produced 

%erJLZ.  from  Hiftory,  of  the  great  Credit  Aftrology 
has  been  in.  Whether  we  conlider  the  an¬ 
ti  ent  c. Vagans ,  or  the  modern  Infidels ,  nay  the 
Chrijliafjs  themfelves,  and  even  thofe  of  our 
own  Nation,  we  fhall  every  where  meet  with 
a  plentiful  Harveft.  If  all  this  ftiould  be 
thought  a  Digreffion,  I  fhall  now  let  you  fee 
that  it  is  not  a  ufelefs  one  :  For  fny  principal 
Defign  in  it,  is  to  difcredit  the  Authority  of 
Opinions  founded  upon  the  Multitude.  Can 
I  do  this  better,  than  to  fhew  that  Aftrology, 
which  never  had  the  leaft  Probability  for 
its  Foundation,  has  however  infatuated 
greateft  Part  of  the  World  in  all  Ages  ?  If  , 
you  fay,  that  tho*  the  Multitude  believe  in 
Aftrology,  the  Opinion  founded  on  its  Predic¬ 
tions  is  falfe  and  ridiculous  ;  it  is  equally 
true  that  the  Predictions  made  from  Co¬ 
mets,  as  they  have  no  other  Support  but  the 
Principles ^of  Aftrology,  are  no  lefts  ridiculous 
than  that  Science  itfelf^  notwithftanding  the 
great  Number  of  People  who  believe  in  them. 

In  all  Matters,  but  thofe  of  Faith,  the  only  Fa- 
vour  we  fliouid  fhew  to  long  Pofleflion,  and  the 
•  great  Number,  is  to  give  them  the  Preference, 
every  thing  clfe  being  equal  :  For  if  Pre¬ 
judice  be  admitted,  it  fhould  be  rather  in  Fa¬ 
vour  oi  one  who  is  lingular  in  his  Opinion, 
than  of  the  Multitude. 
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REASON  IV.  - 

That  if  it  were  true  that  Comets  have  al* 
ways  been  followed  by  many  Calami¬ 
ties ,  there  would  yet  be  no  room  to  think 
either  that  they  are  the  Signs  or  the 
Caufes  of  them . 

To  return  to  my  Point  :  If  it  be  true,  Sir, 
that  there  never  appeared  a  Comet,  that  was 
not  followed  by  many  Calamities,  this  pro¬ 
ceeds  only  from  the  Condition  of  Things  in 
this  World,  which  lubje&s  them  to  an  Infi¬ 
nity  of  Changes.  The  fame  Influence  may  fafe- 
ly  be  attributed  to  whatever  we  pleafe,  as  the 
Marriage  of  a  King,  or  the  Birth  of  a  Prince  * 
becaufe  it  is  certain  that  no  King  was  ever  mar¬ 
ried  or  born,  but  what  fome  great  Misfortunes 
fucceeded  in  one  Part  of  the  World  or  other. 
In  a  Word,  it  is  as  probable,  as  Affairs  ufual- 
ly  run,  that  after  any  Year  we  fix  on,  fome 
Calamity  will  happen  in  fome  Part  of  the 
World,  as  it  is,  that  at  any  Hour  of  the  Day, 
if  an  Inhabitant  of  Fleet-flreet  or  Cheapjirfe 
looks  out  at  the  Window,  he  will  fee  People 
palling  along  the  Street.  But  the  Citizeifs 
looking  out  has  no  Influence  upon  the  P aven¬ 
gers,  and  they  would  go  by  at  the  fame  time  if 
the  good  Man  had  kept  his  Window  fhut.  The 
Comet  in  like  Manner  has  no  Influence  upon 
Events,  and  every  Thing  would  have  hap¬ 
pened  juft  as  it  did,  if  no  Comet  had  ap¬ 
peared, 
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R  E  A  S  O  N  V.  . 

It  is  falfe  that  more  Calamities  have  hag* 
gened  in  Tears  immediately  fiicceeding  the 
Aggearance  of  Comets ,  than  at  other 
Times. 

The  following  Particulars  are  evident  from 
Hiftory.  I.  That  by  refle&ing  on  what  has 
pafleda  either  in  the  whole  World,  or  in  any 
large  Part  of  it,  we  fliall  fee  that  as  many 
Misfortunes  have  happened  in  Years  remote 
from  the  Appearance  of  a  Comet,  as  in  thofe 
that  have  fallen  neareft  to  fuch  Appearances, 
II.  That  the  Years  which  have  been  thought 
infefted  by  the  Influence  of  Comets,  are  re¬ 
markable  for  as  profperous  Events  in  fome 
Parts  of  the  World,  as  any  other  Times 
whatever.  III.  That  fome  of  the  moil  terrible 
Events  have  not  been  preceded  by  any  Comet, 
and  that  the  m  Al  remarkable  Profperities  have 
beenfo  preceded.  To  fay  alfin  a  few  Words, 
we  may  lay  it  down  for  certain,  that  if  we  take 
the  whole  Hiftory  of  the  World,  and  compute 
with  Care,  the  Good  and  the  Ill  that  have 
been  felt  in  general,  within  the  Compafs  of 
fifteen  or  twenty  Years,  we  fhall  find  that 
one  with  another,  the  Good  and  the  Ill  are 
pretty  equally  proportioned  at  all  Times  ; 
which  proves  that  the  Years  which  follow  the 
Apparition  of  Comets  have  nothing  to  diflin- 
guiih  them  from  others,  and  that  confequently 
it  is  very  unjujO:  to  judge  in  Oppolition  to  all 
Experience, 

j  „* .  >  %  t  •»  v  \ 


(  25>  ) 

The  fame  Obfervation  may  be  made  againft 
thofe  who  pretend  that  great  Events  depend 
upon  particular  Seafons.  All  that  can  be 
proved,  with  regard  to  Months,  Days,  Years, 
and  Numbers,  is,  that  God  has  not  fixed  the 
Events  which  tend  to  punifh  any  People,  or 
to  the  Foundation  or  Ruin  of  Empires,  more 
to  one  Time  than  another.  The  contrary 
would  be  an  Affectation  unworthy  of  the  di¬ 
vine  Majefty,  and  which  can  be  attributed 
to  him  only  by  thofe  fuperftitious  Minds, 
which  fuppofe  his  Providence  always  bufy  a- 
bout  Trifles.  The  Scripture  and  the  Fathers 
declaim  againft  this  Abufe  in  many  Places, 
and  it  is  falfe  that  Hiftory  favours  it.  We 
might  appeal  to  all  that  the  ^Pagans  fay  con-? 
cerning  lucky  and  unlucky  Days,  and  con¬ 
cerning  the  Fatalities  they  attribute  to  certain 
Names,  and  refute  their  Opinion  from  their 
own  Records. 

It  is  certain  that  thofe  who  are  the  leaft  ac¬ 
quainted  with  Hiftory,  will  cite  you  many 
Diforders  that  happened  after  the  Appearance 
of  Comets,  without  fpeaking  of  any  Profpe- 
rity  that  arrived  at  the  fame  Time.  For  Ex¬ 
ample,  they  retail  to  you  all  the  Wars  that  har- 
rafled  Europe  between  the  Year  1618  and  the 
Peace  of  Munfler ,  and  throw  the  whole  Load 
of  thefe  Calamities  upon  the  Back  of  the 
poor  Comet,  without  faying  a  Word  on  the 
other  Side,  But,  befides  that  this  is  ftretch- 
ing  the  Power  of  Comets  beyond  their  juft 
Bounds;  that  what  they  call  an  Ill,  has  been 
productive  of  great  Good  to  the  belt  Part 
of  Chrijiendom ,  which  was  thereby  delivered 
from  the  Danger  it  was  in  of  loling  its  Li- 

berty  j 
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berty  ;  befides  this,  I  fay,  who  does  not  per¬ 
ceive,  that  if  we  once  give  ear  to  all  thefe 
Quoters  of  Examples,  you  open  a  Way  to  all 
Sorts  of  Superftitions  and  old  Women's  Tale  : 
For  there  is  no  good  Dame  who  cannot  furnifh 
you  with  a  thoufand  tirelome  Circumftances,  as 
the  Death  of  twenty  or  thirty  of  her  Relations 
or  Friends,  upon  that  Day  or  Year,  in  which 
Ihe  made  one  of  thirteen  in  Company  at  Table  ; 
and  the  many  Troubles  Ihe  always  went  thro' 
after  letting  the  Salt-feller  fall  ;  without  fay¬ 
ing  a  Word  of  any  Party  of  Pleafure  fhe  was 
in,  or  any  good  Fortune  that  happened  to  her., 
But  let  us  come  to  real  Fads  with  regard  to 


*  Comets.  It  is  not  now  the  Quellion  whether 

they  have  Power  to  alter  our  Elements,  whe¬ 
ther  they  predict  in  Quality  of  Caufes  or 
of  Signs,  and  appear  particularly  whenever 
Mankind  have  any  great  Misfortunes  to  fuffer. 
We  are  to  juifify  the  Fad:,  which  we  fhall  hear 
denied,  by  fome  Perfons,  whenever  we  men¬ 
tion  it. 

Experience ,  I  remember  to  have  read  in  Cicero ,  that  the 
as  fome  People  Knowledge  of  Omens  is  more  founded  upon 
manage  it,  a  the  Obfervation  of  Events,  than  upon  Rea- 
formidahUEn-  pon .  ancl  that  in  Things  of  this  Nature  we 
ir*uc,ment.  not  to  enquire  after  the  Caufes,  like 

Carneades  and  Qanatius^  who,  with  Epicurus , 
were  aim  oft  the  only  Infidels  with  regard  to 
this  pretended  Science.  When  they  asked  if 
it  was  Jupiter  that  ordained  the  Crow  to 
fcream  on  the  left  Hand,  and  the  Raven  to 
*  fcream  on  the  right;  all  the  Anfwer  they  got 
was,  that  it  ill  became  them  to  pry  lo  far  in¬ 
to  thofe  Matters  ;  that  fince  the  Experience 
of  all  Ages  confirmed  the  Truth  of  Divina¬ 
tion., 
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tion,  they  ought  to  be  contented  ;  that  there 
were  Herbs  of  which  the  Virtue^were  known, 
but  not  the  Caufe  which  produced  thofe  Ef¬ 
fects  •  notwithftandfng  which,  no  Man  fcrup- 
led  to  ufe  them  in  Phyfick.  On  this  Occafion, 

Cicero  produces  a  great  many  Things  in  Na¬ 
ture,  the  Properties  of  which  are  known  to 
us,  but  not  the  Caufes  of  all  thofe  Properties, 
and  makes  his  Brother,  the  Dialogift,  fay, 
that  he  is  content ,  with  knowing  fuch  Things  arc 
done ,  tho  he  is  ignorant  in  what  Manner. 

This,  Sir,  is  ex&cftly  your  Cafe  :  Let  a  Phi** 
lofopher  prefs  you  as  much  as  he  will  upon 
the  Manner  in  which  Comets  predict  our  Milt- 
fortunes  ;  all  you  have  to  fay  to  him  is,  that 
tho'  he  knows  not  in  what  Manner  the  Sun 
illuminates  the  World,  he  is  not  the  left 
aflured,  with  the  Reft  of  Mankind,  that  the 
Sun  does  illuminate  the  World,  becaufe  Expe¬ 
rience  evidently  demonstrates  it :  That,  for 
the  fame  Reafon,  Experience  having  taught 
jus  that  Comets  are  followed  by  Misfortunes, 
we  ought  to  believe  they  are  ominous,  tho-'  we 
know  not  in  what  Manner  they  are  fo.  One 
may,  I  muft  own,  attack  you  very  fuccefefully 
in  this  Entrenchment ;  but,  while  you  are  able 
to  appeal  ftill  to  Experience,  you  will  al¬ 
ways  find  a  Place  of  Security.  For  this 
Reafon,  Sir,  I  refer  you  firft  to  the  Tribunal 
of  Experience,  and  will  let  you  fee  that  it 
does  not  decide  in  your  Favour. 

In  the  feven  Years  that  followed  the  two  -^Yean^t 
frightful  Comets  of  1665,  can  you  in  Confci-  followed  1665 
ence  fay  that  Europe  was  extremely  afflicfted,  nuith  thofe  that 
and  in  Danger  of  being  min'd  ?  Do  you  re- 
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thofe  Years  ?  Did  any  barbarous  Nations,  like 
the  Huns,  the  Gotbs9  the  Ulans,  the  Normans , 
bring  Defolation  upon  a  Number  of  Provinces? 
Did  the  Peftilence  depopulate  the  moll  flou- 
rilhing  Kingdoms,  and  fend  to  the  Grave  one 
half  of  Mankind  ?  Was  Famine  complained  of 
in  moll  Countries?  Were  Monarchs dethron’d 
by  the  Rebellion  of  their  Subjects,  or  the 
Ufurpation  of  their  Neighbours  ?  What  He¬ 
retics  and  Schifms  arofe  in  that  Period  ?  W  as 
Impunity  of  Crimes  authorized  by  thofe  in 
Power  ?  On  the  contrary,  is  it  not  true  that 
Pellilence,  War,  and  Famine,  fpared  the 
human  Species  as  much  as  Humanity  has 
Reafon  to  expedfc? 

I  find  but  lour  Wars  recorded  during  that 
whole  Time ;  that  of  the  Turks  and  the  Vene¬ 
tians^  that  of  the  Spaniards  and  the  CPortu - 
guefe  j  that  of  the  Dutch  and  the  EngUJJa  >  and 
the  Campaign  of  Lifle,  between  the  Drench 
and  the  Spaniards .  The  two  firll,  which 
began  long  before  the  Comet  appeared,  were 
happily  ended  in  this  very  Time ,  and  the 
other  two  were  ended  almoll  as  foon  as  be¬ 
gun.  Does  not  this  Ihew  us  that  the  Influ¬ 
ence  of  the  Comets  in  Quellion  was  more  in¬ 
clined  to  Peace  than  War,  becaufe  it  termi¬ 
nated  Wars  that  had  begun  without  their  Par¬ 
ticipation,  and  foon  brought  on  a  Pacification 
of  thofe  which  begun  under  their  Reign. 

The  Year  1668  was  peculiarly  prosperous, 
becaufe,  by  the  Treaty  of  Jix  Ja  Chapdie ,  the 
King  of  Spain  recovered  a  Province  that  he 
could  never  have  reconquered,  and  fecured 
to  himlelf  the  PoiTeffion  of  all  that  remained 
to  him  of  the  L.ow  Countries ,  which  he  mull 

infallibly 
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Infallibly  have  loft,  if  the  War  had  continuedL 
Peace  became  general  in  all  the  Well,  which 
alone  is  a  great  Happinefs  to  Mankind.  All 
the  Chriltian  Princes  laid  alide  their  Jealouiies 
and  Sufpicions.  Can  we  fay,  after  this,  that 
the  Comets  of  1665  were  followed  by  a  .De¬ 
luge  of  Calamities  ?  Ought  we  not  to  laugh  at 
the  Afrologers,  who  loretold  that  Schifms, 

Herehes,  Bloodfhed,  and  a  thoufand  other  hor¬ 
rid  Ills,  would  be  the  Confequence  of  them  ? 

It  lignifies  little,  on  the  other  Side,  to  Calamities  be- 
mention  the  Plague  of  London  in  1665*  the  t<ween  1665^ 
Fire  of  the  fame  City  the  next  Year  ;  the  and  IC"2* 
Earthquake  in  1667,  which  fwallow’d  up  the 
Republick  of  Ragufa  ;  the  burning  of  Mount 
JEtna  in  1669,  and  other  Accidents  of  the 
fame  Nature  :  Thefe  were  indeed  dreadful 
Things  to  thofe  who  fuffered  particularly  by 
them,  but  were  neither  of  general  Confe¬ 
quence,  nor  very  extraordinary  *  and  it  is  eafy 
to  Ihew  that  at  other  Times,  more  tragical 
Misfortunes  of  the  fame  Kind  have  happen’d} 
as  the  Fire  of  Mo/cow ,  the  Capital  of  Mufcovy , 
which  v/as  entirely  reduced  to  Allies  by  the 
Tartars  in  1571  ;  the  Earthquake  in  in 
the  Reign  of  Tiberius ,  which  fwallowed  up 
twelve  large  Cities  in  one  Night ;  that  which 
defrayed  ao,coo  Lacedemonians ,  and  buried 
their  whole  City  under  a  Part  of  Mount  TaL 
getus.,  469  Years  before  Chrijd ;  that  which 
happen’d  in  Canada  in  theYear  1663,  and  that 
in  Teru  in  1604,  which  m  lefs  than  an  Flour 
overfet  almoft  every  Thing  for  an  Extent  of 
300  Leagues  long,  and  70  broad;  the  burn¬ 
ing  of  Vefuvius  in  1631  ;  the  Plague  which 
depopulated  the  Capital  of  the  Empire, 

•E  ■'  'n  which 
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which  purfued  the  Emperor  to  Prague, 
whither  he  fled  for  Refuge,  and  afterwards 
fpread  itfelf  in  feveral  Provinces  with  fright¬ 
ful  Effects.  Befides,  ought  thefe  two  or 
three  Calamities  to  over-balance  the  Felicity 
brought  by  f o  many  T reaties  of  Peace,  and  the 
Revival  of  Literature  and  Science  in  France, 
from  whence  it  has  fpread  over  the  Northern 
Nations?  Never  pretend  to  fay,  that  I  have 
not  taken  a  Period  fufficiently  extenflve  :  For 
common  Senfe  mull  allure  us,  that  if  Comets 
predict  any  Thing,  it  is  for  the  firft  fix  or 
feven  Years  that  follow  them  \  and  it  is  upon 
this  very  Foundation  that  their  Malignity  is 
proved  from  Hiflory. 

Calamities  For  Variety,  Sir,  let  us  look  over  another 
t%%ha^enjd  Set  of  Years,  felefted  from  a  Time  en- 
*t*wem  ^645"  tirel7  Purified  of  all  the  ill  Air  of  Comets. 
mid  1652.  Reflect  on  what  paffed  in  Europe  between 
the  Year  1645,  and  the  Comet  that  appear'd 
in  165a.  You  will  fee  the  long  Wars  of 
Gem  any,  faid  to  be  predicted  by  the  Comet 
in  1618,  entirely  put  an  end  to  at  Munjfer  : 
But  you  mull  allow  that  Comet  a  very  te¬ 
dious  Time  to  purge  itfelf,  if  you  think 
its  Influence  continued  as  long  as  this  War. 
The  three  fail  Campaigns  of  the  Allies  again# 
the  Houfe  of  Jlujiria ,  fo  remarkable  for 
many  bloody  Actions,  fall  within  the  Period 
that  I  have  chofen.  To  mention  only  the 
Battle  of  NorUngen ,  in  which  the  Prince  of 
Conde  fully  “revenged  the  Affront,  which 
*  the  Swedes  had  received  there  ten  or  twelve 
Y  ears  before ;  and  the  Sacking  of  ^Prague, 
when  many  Ladies,  of  the  fir#  Quality,  were 
reduced  to  the  hard  Teyms  of  being  expofed  in 
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the  Streets,  in  their  Smocks  only.  Even  thefe 
were  not  the  worft  Calamities  that  happened 
within  this  Period,  when  a  furious  Spirit  of  Se¬ 
dition  fe-emed  to  be  let  loofe  all  over  Europe . 

We  find  Charles  I,  King  of  England ,  con-  Seditions  m 
demned  to  Death  by  his  own  Subjects,  and  Period. 
beheaded  with  many  fhocking  Circumftances. 

We  find  his  Son,  Charles  II,  obliged  to  hide 
himfelf  in  an  Oak,  after  having  feen  all  his 
Troops  cut  in  Pieces  at  the  Battle  of  Wor - 
cefter\  to  fly  afterwards  out  of  his  Kingdom, 
almoft  without  Neceflaries  ;  happy  that  in  this* 
poor  Condition  he  could  elude  the  Search 
made  after  his  Perfon,  and  avoid  the  Fate 
oi  his  Father.  We  find  France  torn  in 
Pieces  by  a  cruel  Civil-War,  which ,  lo.lt  her 
almoft  all  theConquefts  (he  had  made  in  twelve 
Campaigns  ;  fenfible  of  the  pernicious  Shame 
of  deftroying  herfelf^  like  the  Roman  Repub¬ 
lic  ky  when  no  other  Power  was  able  to  hurt 
her.  We  find  the  Kingdom  of  Naples  in 
Rebellion  againft  her  Sovereign  ;  the  French 
at  War  with  the  Spaniards  in  Flanders ,  Italy, 
and  Catalonia  \  (Portugal  in  Arms  againft  Hol¬ 
land,  and  againft  Spain  at  the  fame  Time  • 

Kmielniski ,  General  of  the  CoJJacks ,  in  Re¬ 
bellion  againft  (Poland ,  and  in  League  with  the 
Tartars,  filling  that  Kingdom  with  Defolia¬ 
tion  ;  taking  Advantage  of  the  Death  of  the 
brave  Uladi/laus ,  bringing  the  Cham  into  cPo - 
landy  joining  him,  and,  with  an  Army  that 
has  had  no  Equal  fince  Attila ,  befieging  th6 
c Poles  in  their  Entrenchments,  and  reducing 
them  to  the  laft  Extremity.  We  find  that 
the  Peace  concluded  in  1649,  on  Conditions 
yer y  difadvantageous  to  Roland,  is  of  fhor£ 
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Duration,  and  Hofiilities  are  again  renewed 
by  frefti  Irruptions  ot  the  Coffacks  and  Tartars, 
who  commit  a  thoufand  Outrages,  and  caufe 
the  utnioft  Calamities  before  they  are  totally 
defeated.  We  find  the  Mufcovites  in  fuch  a 
furious  Infurredtion,  that  the  Chief  Minifters 
of  State  cannot  find  an  Aiyium,  even  in  the 
Palace  of  their  Emperor,  ag&inft  the  Info- 
lence  of  the  Mutineers*  The  Czar  gives  up 
to  them  the  Victims  they  demand,  fuffers  his 
principal  Officers  to  be  knock'd  on  the  Head 
with  Clubs,  and,  after  having  got  off  his  Bro¬ 
ther-in-law,  who  was  alfo  his  Favourite,  begs 
his  Pardon  of  the  People.  W e  fee  in  Co?p~ 
jlantinople  Seditiofus  fo  horrible,  that  Sultan 
Ibrahim ,  after  having  been  compeifd  to  a- 
bandon  the  Vizer  Azem  to  the  Fury  of  the 
Mob,  who  firangle  him,  is  himfelf  firangled, 
in  Turn.  Nor  was  this  all :  The  j  twijjane’s 
and  Spabis ,  who  are  the  principal  Forces  of 
the  Ottoinan  Empire,  grew  fo  outrageous  a- 
gainfi  each  other,  that  they  are  upon  the 
Point  of  deciding  their  Quarrel  by  Force  of 
Arms.  The  Sul?5 ana  Kiofem  who  governs  the 
State  during  the  Minority  of  the  young  Sul¬ 
tan  her  ^GrandTon,  coniplres  to  have  him 
firangled  by  the  Januaries  :  But  the  Sultanls 
Mother  prevents  her  by  a  Counter-plot,  pro¬ 
cures  her  to  be  firangled  in  his  Room,  and 
cuts  off  the  Chief  Officers-  of  the  yanVJbries. 
We  fee  the  Venetians  at  War  with  the  Tiwkfy 
which  fpreads  the  moil  frightful  Calamities 
thro'’  all  the  Coails  of  Dalmatia  and  the 
Archipelago.  W e  meet  with  a  hundred  other 
Diforders,  the  Detail  of  which  would  be 
tirefome,  as  I  think  it  fuperfluous.  What  I 
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have  mentioned  is  more  than  fufficient  to 
make  you  own,  that  the  feven  Years  which 
I  pitch’d  upon  after  the  two  Comets,  are  not 
half  fo  full  of  calamitous  Events  as  thefe  I 
am  now  fpeaking  of,  which  were  the  Sequel 
of  no  Comet,  but,  on  the  contrary,  preceeded 
that  in  1 65a,  and  followed  thofe  Years  allot¬ 
ted  to  the  Expiration  of  that  in  1618. 

Confefs  it  then  frankly,  Sir,  tfhat  there  are  Inference* 
Calamities  without  Comets ,  and  Comets  without 
Calamities  }  and  that  to  reafon  after  the  vul¬ 
gar  Manner,  the  Peace  of  Munjler  ought  to 
pafs  for  a  Sign  of  the  judgments  of  God,  be- 
eaufe  it  was  followed  by  id  many  Misfortunes 
all  over  .Europe . 

Our  proverbial  Friend  will,  I  know,  tell  me 
on  this  Occaiion,  that  One  Swallow  does  not 
make  a  Summer .  My  Anfwer  is  :  Let  him 
turn  over  Hiftory  with  Care,  and  he  will  find 
what  Examples  he  pleafes  of  the  fame  Na¬ 
ture.  A  German  Author  of  the  XVlth  Cen¬ 
tury,  named  Elias  Major ,  has  collected  a 
great  Number  of  them,  and  remarks  ex- 
preisly,  that  the  moil  celebrated  Treaties  of 
Peace  have  been  concluded  foon  after  the  Ap¬ 
parition  of  fome  Comet  j  that  many  idola¬ 
trous  Nations  have  been  converted  to  the 
Goipel,  in  Times  marked  with  the  fame  Cha¬ 
racter  ;  and  that  the  fame  Things  might  be 
faid  of  the  Foundation  of  the  molt  celebrated 
Univerfities.  For  you,  Sir,  who  are  fo  deep 
in  the  Canons,  the  Fathers,  and  the  Cafuifis, 
as  to  have  no  Time  for  fuch  a"  Lecture,  I 
have  by  and  by  an  Argument  that  requires  no 
fuch  Reading  at  all. 

REASON 
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REASON  VI. 

That  the  general  Terfuqfion  of  Mankind  is 
of  no  Weight  to  prove  the  malignant  In¬ 
fluences  of  Comets . 

But  I  have  yet  one  more  philofophical  Rea- 
fon,  and,  I  think,  no  inconsiderable  one. 
General  Tradition,  and  the  unanimous  Con* 
fent  of  Mankind,  are  110  Prescription  again!! 
Truth.  If  they  were,  we  mull  own,  that  all 
the  Superftitions  which  the  Romans  learned 
'Auguries  and  of  the  Tufcans^  in  relation  to  Auguries  and 
Oracles.  Prodigies,  and  all  the  Impertinencies  of 
the  (Ragans  regarding  Divination,  were  fo 
many  inconteftable  Truths,  becaufe  Mankind 
had  as  much  Prevention  in  their  Favour,  as 
in  Favour  of  Comets.  We  mull  own  that  the 
Devil,  the  Father  of  Lies,  did  neverthelels, 
for  a  long  Succeflion  of  Ages,  give  out  Oracles 
full  of  Truth,  Sincerity,  and  Faithfulnefs :  Fct 
there  was  a  Time  when  all  the  World  gave 
Credit  to  Oracles.  It  would  be  impolFible  to 
anfwer  this  Argument,  reported  by  Cicero , 
That  the  Oracle  of  Delphos  had  never  become  fo 
famous ,  nor  had  all  Nations  and  Kings  fent 
thither  fo  many  hPreJents ,  if  all  Ages  had  not 
experienced  the  Truth  of  its  Anfwers.  What 
could  be  more  plaulible  than  this,  allowing  it 
once  proved  that  Apollo  did  utter  many  true 
Oracles.  But  the  Whole  falls  to  the  Ground 
when  we  deny  the  Principle  it  is  founded  on, 
viz.  That  Opinions  generally  efablifb’d  are  true. 
Nothing  is  in  Faft  more  falfe  than  this 
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Maxim,  even  from  the  Example  of  that  very 
Oracle,  which  was  confulted  from  all  Parts  ; 
tho'  its  ambiguous  Anfwers  were  a  fatal  Snare 
to  many  Nations,  and  an  Effe6t  of  the  moft 
abominable  Impolture.  It  is  with  good  Rea- 
fon  then  that  I  deny  the  Principle  founded 
on  general  Belief,  lince  it  is  eafy  every  Day 
to  difcover  a  thoufand  Blunders  in  the  molt 
univerfaiiy  received  Opinions.  That,  for  Ex¬ 
ample,  of  the  Dog-ftaVj  which  is  thought  to  Dog-ftar. 
bring  fultry  unwholfome  Weather  :  Whereas 
our  Reafon  allures  us  there  is  nothing  ^nore 
falle  than  the  pretended  Fervor  of  that  Star  j 
and  Experience,  ever  fo  little  attended  to, 
will  convince  us,  that  ^Wy,  oftner  than  AuguJjt y 
is  the  hottell  Month  in  the  Year. 

What  has  been  affirmed  of  certain  Reme^ 
dies,  that  you  muft  have  Faith  in  order  to  give 
them  their  Effect,  may  be  applied  to  a  great 
Number  of  Traditions.  Would  you  wifh  not 
to  be  undeceiv'd  ?  Believe  without  examining  : 

For  if  you  employ  fome  Time  to  fearch 
Things  with  a  critical  Temper,  you  will  fooi) 
find  that  Experience  does  not  agree  with  thf 
public  Voice.  Here  follow  more  Examples 
of  it. 

If  there  are  any  celeflial  Bodies  whofe  In-  Moon's  in¬ 
fluences  can  have  any  Virtue  upon  our  Earth, 
the  Moon  doubtlefe  is  the  chief,  as  being  the 
neareil  to  us.  Hence  we  believe  her  to  be 
the  Caufe  of  a  great  many  Things.  She 
eccafions  an  Increafe  and  "Decreafe  in  the 
Marrow  and  Brain  of  Animals ;  regulates 
Heat  and  Cold,  Rain  and  Tempefts.  If  we 
have  rainy  Weather  at  a  new  Moon,  you  muft 
not  expert  to  have  fine  Weather  return,  'till 
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Ihe  is  at  the  Full :  If  the  Rain  ceafe  not  then, 
you  muft  wait  with  Patience  ’till  the  next 
Change.  It  is  juft  the  fame  with  Droughts, 
Frofts,  £&.  becaufe  the  Conjundfions  and  Op¬ 
positions  of  the  Moon  have  the  Property  of 
changing  the  Weather.  Hence  it  is  that  in 
Converfation,  fince  nothing  occurs  more  fre¬ 
quently  than  the  Subject  of  Rain,  Cold, 
Drought,  and  the  like',  we  often  hear  fome 
of  the  Complainants  enquire  after  the  Full 
or  New  Moon,  and  confole  themfelves  upon 
the  Change  that  is  then  to  happen.  Thefe 
are  Sentiments  common  to  ail  Countries,  and 
to  Perfons  of  all  Conditions. 

Alfurdity  of  Yet  thofe  who  have  taken  the  Pains,  for 
that  Notion .  twenty  or  thirty  Years  fucceffively,  to  ex¬ 
amine  the  Marrow  of  Animals,  have  re¬ 
marked.  that  in  what  State  foever  the  Moon 

j 

be,  fome  Bones  are  found  with  a  great  deal 
of  Marrow  in  them,  and  others  with  a  very 
little :  Which  fhews  that  the  Moon  has  no  Part 
in  all  this,  any  more  than  it  has  in  the  Ful- 
nefs  or  Emptinefs  of  Oyfters  and  Crabs.  I 
fay  the  fame  Thing  with  regard  to  the 
Change  of  the  Weather,  and  maintain,  after 
having  obferved  it  attentively  a  great  while, 
that  there  is  no  one  Day  to  be  fixed  on  in  all 
the  Lunar  Months,  in  which  the  Tranlition 
from  rainy  to  fine  Weather,  from  Thaw  to 
Froft,  or  the  like,  is  more  frequent  than  in 
another.  If  we  had  a  good  Series  of  Obfer- 
vations,  we  fhould  find  that  the  Tempera¬ 
ment  of  the  Air  depends  fo  little  upon  the 
Full  Moon,  that  we  might  reckon  as  many 
dry  Moons,  whofe  Change  was  in  wet  Wea¬ 
ther,  as  we  could  rainy  Moons  after  Changes 
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of  the  lame  Kind :  So  true  is  if,  that  the 
Change  of  the  Weather  follows  no  Rule  that 
is  known  to  us.  It  would  be  eafy  for  me  ta 
demonflrate,  that  Reafon  is  in  this  quite  con«* 
tradi&ory  to  the  common  Sentiment  :  But  I 
chufe  rather  to  appeal  to  Experience*  which 
is  no  lefs  in  my  Favour,  the'  the  Error  ftill 
remains.  Nor  is  it  furpriiing  that  an  Error 
fhould  become  general,  when  we  fee  how 
little  Men  confult  their  own  Understanding 
while  they  give  Credit  to  what  Others  fay* 
and  the  little  Advantage  they  make  of  the 
Opportunities  they  meet  with,  to  undeceive 
themfdyes. 

Give  me  Leave  to  ask  you,  Sir,  if  you  ever  And  of  fi-vt 
took  notice  of  the  Croud  of  Authors,  who  ral  others* 
have  faid,  one  after  another,  That  a  Mam 
weighs  mere  Faffing  than  after  a  Meal  \  that 
&  Drum-bead  made  of  Sheep-skin ,  would  hurjt 
at  the  Sound  of  a  Drum-head  made  of  Wolf’s* 
skin  5  that  Vipers  dejiroy  their  Mothers  in  com¬ 
ing  out  of  their  Felly ,  and  occafion  the  Death 
of  their  Sires  the  Moment  they  are  form’d  j 
with  other  Things  of  the  fame  Nature  ?  Men 
have  not  been  content  to  receive  thefe  for  cer¬ 
tain  Fa6ts,  but  have  taken  the  Pains  to  fearch 
the  Caufesof  them :  They  have  been  applied  to. 
moral  Subjects  ;  Advocates  have  done  them- 
felves  Elonour  by  alluding  to  them  at  the 
Bar  ;  Preachers  have  drawn  from  them  a 
thoufand  fine  Comparlfons  }  ao  infinite  Num¬ 
ber  of  Themes  have  been  given  on  them  in 
the  Glaffes  at  the  Univerfity.  Yet  all  thefe 
Things  are  contrary  to  Experience,  as  thofe 
have  reftified  who  have  had  the  Guriofity  to 
clear  them  up, 
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It  appears  farther,  that  Men  of  Learning 
fometimes  take  as  little  Caution  as  the  Vul¬ 
gar,  and  that  a  Tradition,  fortified  by  their 
Teftimony,  is  not  for  that  Reafon  exempt 
from  Falfehood.  Let  us  not  be  impofed  on 
then  by  the  Name  of  Scholar.  How  do  we 
know,  if  a  great  DoCtor,  who  advances  a  par¬ 
ticular  Opinion,  has  taken  more  Pains  for  his 
own  ConviCtion,  than  the  moft  ignorant  Fel¬ 
low  who  believes  it  without  Reflection  ?  If 
the  DoCtor  takes  a  Thing  as  much  upon 
Trull,  his  Voice  has  no  more  Authority  than 
that  of  the  Clown;  becaufe  the  Weight  cf 
any  Man's  Teltimony,  ought  to  be  in  Propor- 
tion  to  the  Degree  of  Certainty  he  has  acqui¬ 
red,  by  examining  thoroughly  into  the  FaCt. 

I  repeat  it  again  :  A  Sentiment  cannot  be¬ 
come  probable  from  the  great  Number  of 
thofe  who  follow  it,  but  in  Proportion  as  it 
has  appeared  true  to  Perfons  independent  of 
all  Prevention,  by  the  Angle  Force  of  a  judi¬ 
cious  Examination,  accompanied  with  ExaCt- 
nefs,  and  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  Things, 
It  has  been  very  well  faid,  that  one  ocular 
Witnefs  is  more  credible  than  ten  who  fpeak 
upon  Hear-fay  :  And  we  may  as  juftly  fay, 
that  one  Man  of  Underftanding,  who  fpeaks 
nothing  but  what  he  has  fully  considered,  and 
found  proof  againll  all  Objections,  gives  more 
Weight  to  his  Sentiment  than  a  hundred 
thousand  vulgar  Minds,  who  follow  one  a- 
nother  like  Sheep,  and  depend  intirely  upon 
the  Credit  of  their  Leaders.  For  this  Reafon 
PhemUUus  and  Cicero  have  expreisly  declared  j 
the  firft,  that  he  would  give  more  Credit  to 
what  Plato  flaould  fignify  by  a  Nod  of  the 
*  .  Headj 


i  (  4  3  ) 

Head,  than  to  what  all  the  other  Philofophers 
fhould  affirm  upon  Oath  ;  and  the  latter,  that 
the  Angle  Authority  of  'Plato ,  without  any 
Proof, |would  demolilh  all  his  Incredulity. 

I  had  forgot  one  very  eflential  Remark, 
which  permit  me  to  introduce  here.  Man-  Superjlitiom 
kind  have  generally  had  a  frightful  Idea  o {  with  regard t* 
Eclipfes,  as  if  they  were  Omeivs  of  the  molt  Ecfyfes’ 
tragical  Events.  Both  the  antient  cPagavsy 
and  the  modern  Cbriftians ,  have  had  very 
ftrange  Thoughts  on  this  Subjed. 

Nicias ,  General  of  the  Army  which  the 
^Athenians  had  fent  into  Sicily ,  after  many  -Among  the  Pa- 
Lofles,  faw  himfelf  obliged  to  return  home.  §ans‘ 

All  Things  having  been  prudently  concerted 
to  hoift  fail  without  the  Enemy’s  Knowledge, 
an  Eclipfe  of  the  Moon  intervened.  Nicias , 
inftead  of  improving  an  Opportunity  fo  fa¬ 
vourable,  was  feized  with  fuch  a  fuperftitious 
Fear,  that  he  durll:  not  ftir  from  his  Poft. 

On  the  contrary,  he  thought  it  advifeable 
to  ftay  a  whole  Lunar  Revolution,  in  the 
Imagination  that  the  Influences  of  the  Moon 
extended  to  her  next  Oppofltion,  or  at  leal! 
to  her  Change.  This  was  more  than  even 
the  Diviners  required,  who  would  have  con¬ 
fined  him  not  above  three  Days.  What  wras 
the  Confequence  ?  The  General,  by  attempt¬ 
ing  to  avoid  the  Perfecution  of  the  Eclipfe, 
had  his  Retreat  entirely  cut  off,  was  himfelf 
taken  Prifoner,  and  faw  all  his  Army  ruined 
by  one  Means  or  other. 

All  the  fine  Harangues  that  Jgatboclcs 
made  to  his  Soldiers,  when  they  difembark’d 
in  dfrica ,  could  notfupport  them  again!!  the 
Tcrrorthey  were  feized  with  upon  having 
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feen  the  Sun  eclipfed  during  their  Voyage* 
But  by  good  Luck  Jgathochs  was  lefs  fuper- 
flitious  than  Nicias ,  and  confecjuently  better 
able  to  ufe  his  own  Underftanding.  He  took 
upon  himfelf  to  interpret  the  Prodigy,  and 
told  the  Troops,  that  if  the  Eclipfe  had  in- 
deed  happened  before  their  Embarkation,  the 
Prefage  would  have  been  to  their  Difadvan- 
tage ;  but  as  it  fell  out  after  they  had  fet  fail, 
the  Predlhtion  turned  againlt  thofe  they  were 
going  to  War  with.  By  this  Means  he  calmed 
their  Terror;  and  others  have  made  the  fame 
Ufe  of  thefe  Appearances  iince.  All  Hiflory 
however  confirms  the  Fact,  that  Eelipfes  were 
in  general  looked  upon  as  fatal  Omens. 
r  ~  ,  The  fame  Opinion  is  yet  prevalent  among 
Chriftian3*  *  Multitude.  Modern  Hiftorians  feldom 
mention  an  Eclipfe,  without  telling  us  that  it 
predicted  the  Death  of  fuch  a  King,  die 
Sedition  of  a  certain  Province,  or  fome 
like  Misfortune  which  falls  in  their  Way. 
From  common  Almanack-Makers,  up  to 
thofe  who  only  calculate  Nativities  ol  Qua¬ 
lity,  there  is  not  one  but  will  tell  you  that 
Eelipfes  are  ominous  of  War,  Famine,  Pefll— 
lence,  Inundations,  the  Death  of  great  Men, 
and  other  calamitous  Matters :  And  they 
meet  with  more  Credit  on  thefe  Articles,  than 
when  they  only  fore  tel  Rain  or  Cold.  There 
happened  an  Eclipfe  in  1654,  from  which 
fome  predicted  no  lefs  than  a  Deluge  like  that 
of  Noah ,  or  the  total  End  of  the  World  by 
•  Fire  :  Others  went  no  farther  than  State- 
Convu-liians,  and  the  entire  Ruin  of  Rome* 
They  had,  in  fhort,  fo  intimidated  Mankind, 
that  thofe  who  were  content  to  fhut  them- 
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felves  up  in  Cellars,  or  clofe  Chambers,  well 
warmed  and  perfumed,  paffed  for  very  hardy 
People,  and  thought  they  had  a  Right  to 
laugh  at  thofe  who  were  fearful.  This  was 
only  what  their  Phyficians  ordered,  to  avert 
the  bad  Influence  of  the  Eclipfe  :  And,  in 
Reality,  they  had  great  Force  of  Mind,  in 
Comparifon  with  thofe  who  dreaded  the  End 
of  the  World.  The  Confirmation  was  fc 
great,  that  a  Country  French  Prieft,  not  being 
able  to  confefs  all  his  Parifhioners  who  were  in 
Apprehenfions  of  Death,  was  obliged  to  tell 
them,  that  they  need  not  he  in  fo  much  Hurry , 
for  the  Eclipfe  was  put  off  j or  a  Fortnight . 

Thus  you  fee  both  Antients  and  Moderns, 

{ Vagans  and  Chriftians^  are  perfectly  united  in 
this  Sentiment,  that  Eclipfes  are  ominous  of 
great  Misfortunes.  Yet  nothing  is  more  falfe  ; 
becaufe  Eclipfes  can  neither  be  the  Caufe,  nor 
the  Sign,  of  any  Evil  whatever. 

I  fay  an  Eclipfe,  either  of  the  Moon  or  the  That  Eclipfes 
Sun,  can  do  us  no  Harm  ;  becaufe  the  utmo.fi  cannot  he  the 
it  effe&s,  is  to  prevent  the  Earth  from  being  ^auf*  °f 
illuminated  a  IhortTime,  which  can  be  of  no 
bad  Confequence.  When  Qericles ,  one  of  the 
greateft  Men  of  Antiquity,  who  had  been 
freed  from  all  vain  Apprehenlions  by  the  Phi— 
lofopher  Anaxagoras ,  was  ready  to  fail  on  a 
great  Expedition,  with  the  Fleet  under  his 
Command,  an  Eclipfe  of  the  Sun  fo  terrified 
the  Pil ot,  that  he  was  all  in  Confufion.  (Pericles, 
feeing  this,  fpread  his  Cloak  before  the  Man’s 
Eyes,  and  ask’d  him  if  he  felt  any  bad  Con- 
fequence  from  it.  None  at  all ,  fays  the  Pilot. 
fhere  is  no  Harm  then ,  replies  ^Pericles ,  in  the 
Suns  being  eclipfed ;  Fur  all  the  Difference 
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betwixt  my  Cloak ,  which  covers  your  Eyes,  and 
the  Body  that  eclipfes  the  Sun ,  ft,  tefr? 

bigger  than  the  former.  This  Reflection  is 
fo  adapted  to  all  Capacities,  that  it  is  fur- 
prizing  more  do  not  make  it. 

Every  one  will  allow,  that,  without  the 
leaft  Injury  to  Health,  a  Man  may  be  whole 
Days  in  Places  much  darker  than  the  Obfcu- 
rity  of  the  greateft  Eclipfe,  and  that  a 
Tree  may  be  clofe  covered  three  or  four 
Hours,  without  affeCting  either  the  Leaves  or 
the  Fruit  thro?  the  reft:  of  the  Year.  Every 
Country-man  wou'd  be  glad  at  fome  Times  to 
lengthen  the  Nights,  that  the  Heat  of  the 
Sun  might  not  continue  fo  lung  upon  the 
Fruits  of  the  Earth.  Thick  Clouds,  whick 
obfcure  the  Air  for  feveral  Days  together, 
much  more  than  an  Eclipfe  of  four  or  five 
Digits  can  do  for  a  Minute,  are  often  found 
to  be  advantageous.  If  the  Moon  fhould  flay 
a  whole  Day  in  her  Conjunction  with  the  Sun, 
can  it  be  imagined  the  Earth  would  receive 
any  Damage  from  it  ?  A  Man  may  live  a 
whole  Day  without  eating  or  drinking,  and 
yet  not  die,  nor  fall  lick,  nor  be  the  worfe  three 
Days  after  :  Yet  every  one  knows  that  Nou- 
rifhment  is  more  neceffary  to  Life  than  the 
Light  of  the  Sun,  which  fome  Nations  live 
without  for  Months  together.  How  comes  it 
to  pafs  then  that  the  Moon  cannot,  for  a  few 
Moments  only,  intercept  the  Rays  of  the 
Sun,  but  it  muft  bring  on  numerous  Calami¬ 
ties  ?  What  is  merrier  Hill ,  why  muft  the 
Malignity  of  this  Eclipie  go  to  Court  only, 
chufe  the  King  from  among  all  his  Atten¬ 
dants,  and  throw  hfin  into  a  mortal  Fever? 

Can 
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Can  any  Thing  be  more  ridiculous,  than  to 
fee  People,  who  fortify  themfelves  againft  the 
Rays  of  the  Sun  by  all  the  Artifices  imaginable, 
behind  Windows,  Blinds,  and  Curtains  i  who 
are  afraid  to  ftir  out  in  the  Day,  without  a 
Mask  or  an  Umbrella;  to  fee  thefe  very  Peo¬ 
ple  tremble  at  the  Thought  of  an  Eclipfe, 
which,  properly  fpeaking,  may  perhaps  be 
only  a  good  Office  which  the  Moon  does  the 
.Earth  in  very  fujtry  Weather? 

'  An  Eclipfe  can  no  more  be  the  Sign,  than  the  Signs. 

it  can  be  the  Caufe  of  thofe  Ills  that  affiidt 

Mankind  ;  which  is  the  laft  Refource  of  all 

your  aftrological  Predi&ers.  The  Reafons 

are  thefe  :  I.  Eclipfes  are  the  Efte&s  of  an 

Order  fo  natural,  that  there  is  no  petty  Aftro- 

nomer  who  cannot  foretel  the  Day  .and  Hour 

of  their  Appearance,  many  Ages  before  it 

comes  :  II.  They  happen  at  all  Times,  and 

in  every  Country  \  fometimes  more  than  four 

in  the  fame  Year  ;  often  at  Hours  when  no 

Body  perceives  them,  but  thofe  who  wait  on 

Purpofe  ;  often  when  Clouds  quite  hide  them. 

from  our  Sight. 

The  firft  of  thefe  Reafons  is  exceeding 
ftrong  :  For  if  Eclipfes  are  the  natural  and 
.neceffary  Confequences  of  the  celeftial  Mo¬ 
tions,  they  fall  out  independently  of  Man,  and 
without  any  Relation  to  his  Merits  or  De¬ 
merits,  and  muft  certainly  happen  all  the. 
fame,  whether  God  has  or  has  not  a  Mind  to 
ehaftife  Mankind  :  They,  cannot  then  be  omi¬ 
nous  of  the  divine  Juftice.  Befides,  we  muft 
renounce  all  Reafon,  or  allow  that  an  E fleet 
of  Nature  cannot  be  the  Sign  of  any  Thing, 

££cept  it  either  produces  that  Thing,  or  is 
'  .  •  produced 
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produced  by  it,  or  that  they  both  depend 
upon  the  fame  Caufe.  If  by  examining  the 
Caufe  of  the  Movements  of  certain  Beafts, 
which  are  faid  to  prefage  Rain,  we  find  that 
the  fame  Caufe  produces  Rain,  or  has  a  ne- 
ceffary  Connexion  with  that  which  produce* 
Rain,  we  fhall  be  to  blame  if  we  deny  that 
thefe  Motions  are  ominous  of  wet  Weather  t 
Otherwife  we  ought  certainly  to  deny  it,  up¬ 
on  the  fame  Principle  as  we  rejed  the  Super¬ 
stitions  of  the  antient  (Pagansy  who  imagined 
that  the  Flight  of  a  Bird  predided  the  win¬ 
ning  or  lofing  of  a  Battle. 

In  a  Word,  what  Probability  is  there  that 
God  Should  chufe  for  the  Sign  of  his  Cor- 
redions,  a  Thing  that  happens  four  or 
five  Times  in  a  Year,  and  very  often  without 
coming  to  any  one's  Knowledge,  except  from 
the  Almanack  ?  Signs  of  this  Nature,  to  give 
them  wherewithal  to  make  Impreffion  upon 
reafonable  Creatures,  fhould  be  very  rare,  not 
fent  to  foretei  the  common  Inconveniencies 
which  t raver fe  the  Life  of  Man  every  Year, 
but  to  denounce  the  fevereft  of  God's  Ven¬ 
geance  in  his  moffc  dreadful  Ire  :  They  ought 
not  to  depend  purely  and  limply  upon  the 
natural  Courfe  of  iecond  Caufes,  nor  to  hap* 
pen  behind  Clouds,  or  in  the  Night  while 
Men  are  afleep. 

'Application  t  What  I  have  faid  againft  Eclipfes,  holds 
to  Comets  of  equally  good  againll  Comets,  which  is  the 

Ibten  faid  con-  &eaf°n  I  have  dwelt  fo  long  on  that  Subjed. 
serning  fylip-  If  you  allow  that  Comets  do  not  caufe,  but 
res,  only  predid  the  Misfortunes  that  follow 

them,  my  next  Propolition  will  fully  anfwer 
jqUp  Before  I  difmife  this,  let  me  remark, 
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as  I  have  done  concerning  Eclipfes,  that  Co¬ 
rnets  are  attended  with  fome  Circumftances, 
which  prove  they  cannot  be  ominous  of  Evil 
to  come. 

They  are  very  frequent.  No  lefs  than  fe- 
ven  are  recorded  between  the  Year  1298  and 
1314,  twenty-fix  between  1300  and  15 43, 
fifteen  or  fixteen  between  1556  and  1597* 
Sometimes  they  have  appeared  every  Year, 
for  many  Years  running.  It  is  no  uncom¬ 
mon  Thing  to  fee  two  in  the  fame  Year, 
either  in  different  Months,  or  at  different 
Hours  of  the  fame  Day.  Four  at  a  Time 
appeared  in  1 529  ;  eight  or  nine  in  the  fingle 
Year  1618.  Thofe  who  were  no  Aflrono- 
mers  could  fee  none  between  1665  and  1688, 
but  thefe  Gentlemen  could  difcover  them  in 
1668,  1672,  1676,  and  1 677.  Some  Comets 
plunge  into  the  folar  Rays  the  fecond  Day  of 
their  Appearance,  and  are  no  more  to  be  feen. 
Others,  in  all  Probability,  make  their  whole 
Revolution  quite  unfeen  by  us,  becaufe  of 
their  conftant  Proximity  to  the  SuYs  Body  : 
Such  was  that  mentioned  by  Seneca ,  which 
was  feen  by  Chance  during  a  Solar  Eclipfe, 
and  never  at  any  other  Time. 

Mull  you  not  own,  Sir,  that  thefe  Circum- 
fiances  by  no  Means  agree,  with  a  Sign3  which 
God  fends  exprefsly  to  forewarn  us  of  our 
Calamities  ?  Should  thefe  Signs  be  fo  frequent  ? 
Do  they  not  lofe  their  Efficacy  when  we  arc 
accuflonfd  to  them  ?  If  Mankind  Hill  beheld 
them  with  fuperflttious  Eyes,  after  they  had 
feen  twenty-fix  in  the  Space  of  forty-four 
Years,  was  it  not  becaufe  they  made  no  Ufe 
of  their  Reafon  ?  Would  the  Almighty  fend 
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us  Sigits,  which  only  the  Ignorance  of  Men 
makes  them  acknowledge  for  fuch  ?  Why  fo 
many  Comets  in  one  and  the  fame  Year?  Is 
not  one  Sign  of  the  fame  Kind  enough  at  one 
Time  ?  But  why,  above  all,  are  thofe  Comets 
fent,  which  only  two  or  three  Aftronomers 
can  fee  ?  Do  not  fuch  Signs  lofe  their  Effect, 
and  fruftrate  the  End  which  Providence  pro- 
pofes  in  fending  them  ?  How  can  we  imagine 
that  God  would  fend  us  invifihle  Signs,  or 
Signs  that  fhould  be  feen  by  only  two  or  three 
faithlefs  Aitronomers,  who  are  never  likely  to 
exhort  Mankind  to  Repentance  ?  W hy  does 
he  fuffer  Signs,  which  can  anfwer  the  Fur- 
pofe  they  are  fent  for  only  in  Proportion  as 
they  are  feen,  to  make  their  Courfe  in  a 
Part  of  the  Heavens  where  the  Sun  renders 
them  invilible  ?  Examine  all  this  well,  Sir, 
and  you  will  fee  that  an  infinitely-wife  Pro¬ 
vidence  can  never  work  to  fo  little  Purpofe. 

It  is  in  vain  to  tell  me,  that  we  muft  not 
criticife  on  the  Operations  of  God.  That  is 
Chicanery,  as  I  fhall  make  appear.  The 
fairelt  Wav,  to  remove  the  Difficulties  I  have 
furrounded  you  with,  is  to  own  that  Comets 
are  Works  of  Nature,  which,  without  any  Re¬ 
lation  to  the  Happinefs  or  Mifery  of  Man, 
revolve  in  their'Orbits  according  to  the  general 
Laws  of  Motion  :  And,  as  you  cannot  main¬ 
tain  that  thofe  Comets,  which  are  feen  by 
two  or  three  Perfons  only,  were  Signs  to 
Mankind,  confefs  that  there  are  Corrjets 
which  iignify  nothing.  Whence  it  wiiFre- 
fult,  that  none  of  them  all  can  foretel  any 
Thing  '7  becaufe  the  Difference  between  a 
Comet  that  appears  to  all  the  World,  and 

one 


one  that  makes  only  a  very  private  Appear¬ 
ance,  is  no  more  than  this:  That  the" latter 
is  farther  from  us  than  the  former  ;  which 
can  make  no  Alteration  in  the  Nature  of  thefe 
Bodies. 
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That  if  Comets  were  ominous  of  Calami¬ 
ties,  God  mufl  have  wrought  Miracles  to 
confirm  the  World  in  Idolatry. 


I  could  add  more  Reafons  to  the1  preced¬ 
ing,  and  more  Authorities  to  fupport  each  of 
them,  if  I  did  not  know,  Sir,  that  you  are 
to  be  convinced  only  by  religious  Arguments. 

Such  is  that  I  now  offer,  which  occurred  to 
me  upon  recollecting  my  former  Ideas  con¬ 
cerning  the  Comet  in  1605. 

A  Clergyman  of  my  Acquaintance,  who  Occafon  of 
had  often  in  vain  laboured  to  perfuade  me  this  Argument. 
that  theTaid  Phenomenon  was  predictive  of 
fortie  Ill,  no  fooner  heard  of  the  Death  of 
Philip  IV,  King  of  Spain ,  but  he  came  to 
me  in  all  Hafte,  and  asked,  with  an  Air  of 
Triumph,  If  I  had  yet  the  Qbftinacy  to  main¬ 
tain ,  after  fuch  an  Example,  that  Comets  did 
Aio  Harm  to  the  World  ?  I  told  him,  in  Con¬ 
formity  to  his  Profeffion,  that  as  God  did  no¬ 
thing  in  vain,  it  was  abfurd  to  think  he  fhould 
-fend  a  Comet  either  to  advance,  or  to  foretel 
sthe  Death  of  that  Monarch  }  that  a  Prince 
worn  out  with  Ills  and  Infirmities,  who  for  a 
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long  Time  had  been  fupported,  almofl  in 
Spite  of  Nature,  by  the  Inventions  of  Phy- 
fick,  might  certainly  die,  without  God’s  fend¬ 
ing,  to  take  away  his  Life,  a  Body  a  hundred 
Times  larger  than  the  Earth,  and  filled,  like 
^Pandora sBox,  withali  Sorts  of  Maledictions ; 
that  it  was  fo  little  necefiary  for  God  to  in¬ 
form  the  World  of  his  Intention  to  take  to 
himfelf  the  King  of  Spain,  that  all  Europe 
was  amazed  he  could  fubfifl  fo  long  under  his 
Diftempers.  My  Friend  could  make  me  no 
Reply.  A  late  Reflexion  upon  this  Thought 
convinced  me  farther,  that  thofe  who  main¬ 
tain  the  Predictions  of  Comets,  not  only  make 
God  do  very  idle  Things,  but  Things  alto¬ 
gether  unworthy  of  his  Hoi  in  els.  I  prove  It 
thus : 

Comets  can  It  is  an  Article  of  Faith,  that  the  Liberty 
Jhretel  only  in  Q£  ]y[an  fUperior  t0  the  Influence  of  the 

Stars,  and  that  no  phyfical  Quality  drives  him 
oeceffarily  to  Evil.  T.  hence  I  conclude  that 
Comets  are  not  the  Caufe  of  thofe  Wars  that 
kindle  in  the  World,  becaufe  the  Defign  of 
making  War,  as  well  as  the  Acts  of  Holtility 
commited  in  Confequence  of  it,  are  all  Efe 
fects  of  Man’s  Free-will.  A  Comet,  then, 
at  the  moft,  can  be  no  more  than  a  Signal  of 
thofe  Ills  that  are  ready  to  happen  on  Earth, 
which  God  exhibits  to  the  Eyes  of  Mankind, 
to  incline  them,  by  their  Penitence,  to  pre¬ 
vent  the  dreadful  Tern  pell,  with  which  they 
are  threatned  :  For  I  have  irrefragably  proved, 

•  by  my  firlt  Reafon,  that  the  Atoms  of  a  Co¬ 

met  have  no  Efficacy  to  produce  the  Plague, 
Famine,  or  any  other  Alteration  in  our  Ele¬ 
ments* 
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ments.  Admit  then,  that  Comets  are  only 
Signs  of  Calamities  to  come. 

It  follows  hence,  that  they  ate  Bodies 
made  on  extraordinary  Occafions,  and  no  way 
dependent  on  the  Chain  of  fecond  Caufes  : 

For  if  they  were  produced  by  the  Efficacy, 
and  according  to  the  natural  Progrefs  of  fe¬ 
cond  Caufes,  they  could  fignify  nothing  with 
regard  to  Futurity,  except  the  EfFedts  which 
we  know  to  be  necefiarily  connected  with 
them.  They  prefage,  therefore,  neither  War, 
nor  Peftilence,  nor  Famine  ;  becaufe  it  is  an 
Article  of  Faith,  that  the  free  Adtions  of  Man, 
fuch  as  War,  have  no  neceflary  Connedtion 
with  the  Qualities  of  a  Body  ;  and  Reafon 
informs  us,  that  in  Famine  or  Plague  there  is 
no  neceflary  Connedtion  with  Comets.  Co¬ 
mets  then  muft  be  form'd  miraculoully  by 
God,  to  advertife  Mankind  of  the  Calamities 
prepar'd  for  them,  in  cafe  they  do  not  repent. 

God  muft  give  them  an  Elevation  and  Mo¬ 
tion,  which  may  render  them  confpicuous  to 
all  the  People  in  the  Univerfe,  that  no  Man 
tnay  plead  Caufe  of  Ignorance. 

Obferve,  Sir,  a  little,  the  terrible  Confe-  j  ftrangt 
quence  which  flows  from  hence.  It  is,  That  Confluence  re- 
God  has  wrought  many  of  the  moft  fignal  futtinz  tenet. 
Miracles,  to  animate,  almoft  thro'  all  the 
World,  the  languifhing  Zeal  of  Idolaters,  and 
oblige  them  to  offer  Sacrifices,  Vow s,  and 
Prayers  to  their  falfe  Divinities,  with  more 
Devotion  than  they  had  cuftomarily  done. 

For  as  before  the  Eftablilhment  of  Chrifti- 
anity,  God  was  known  only  in  a  little  Corner  • 
of  *fudea ,  and  had  abandon'd  all  the  other 
JffiatioftS  of  thp4 World  to  their  own  bewilder'd 
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Ways,  no  body,  but  the  Jews  only,  under- 
Hood  what  it  was  to  appeafe  the  true  God, 
when  he  appeared  angry.  All  that  they 
knew  to  do,  in  this  Conifernation,  was  to  fall 
down  before  their  Idols,  offer  them  Victims, 
confuit  the  Demons,  and  a6t,  by  their  Advice, 
what  was  moft  difagreeable  to  God.  So  that 
to  light  up  Comets  in  the  Heavens,  was  no¬ 
thing  elfe,  properly  fpeaking,  than  to  re¬ 
double  the  A6ts  of  Idolatry;  and  this  was, 
in  Reality,  all  that  God  could  promife  him- 
felf  Horn  them. 

I  do  not  deny  but  there  have  been  Perfons 
of  good  Senfe  among  the  Heathens,  who  ac¬ 
knowledged  that  the  true  Means  of  pleafing 
the  Divinity,  was  not  to  offer  furnptuous 
Hecatombs  in  his  Honour,  but  to  live  juftly* 
and  that  this  was  the  only  Sacrifice  which 
could  appeafe  an  incenfed  Heaven. 

‘The  Pagan  But,  whatever  they  might  own,  it  was  not 
Expiations  t]-ps  they  had  Recourfe,  when  they 

^proZkTthe t0  would  difarm  the  Vengeance  of  God.  They 
true  God 1  did  not  immediately  renounce  their  Pride, 

and  the  Hatred  they  bore  their  Enemies  : 

*  They  did  not  pardon  the  Injuries  they  had 
received  ;  mortify  their  Avarice  ;  break  with 
their  Miftreiies  ;  humbl  themfelves  inwardly 
bef  re  God,  with  real  Grief  for  their  Want 
of  Virtue  :  They  did  not  promife  a  Con ver- 
lion  of  the  Heart,  a  general  Reformation  of 
their  Thoughts,  their  Words,  and  their  Ac¬ 
tions.  Thefe  were  hard  Conditions,  and 
Money  would  not  pur  chafe  them.  They 
chofe  rather,  therefore,  to  pay  for  the  Build- 
*  ing  of  Chapels,  to  fill  the  Temples  of  the 
Diviniti  es  with  Gifts  and  Oblations,  and  con¬ 
tribute 
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tribute  to  the  Expence  of  all  the  Expiations" 
which  the  Sybilline  Books,  the  Oracles,  the 
Augurs,  or  the  Priefts  thought  fit  to  infti- 
tute.  The  Demons  knew  this,  and,  being 
permitted,  by  the  Judgment  of  God,  to 
triumph  over  the  Credulity  of  Mankind,  ex¬ 
hibited  as  often  as  poffible  extraordinary  Phe¬ 
nomena  ;  perceiving  well  that  this  would  fo¬ 
ment  Idolatry,  and  keep  up  the  Vigour  of 
Sacrifices,  Feafts,  and  other  paganifh  Super- 
fiitions. 

Inumerable  Infiances  might  be  produced,  to 
fupport  every  Particular  here  advanc’d.  And 
it  fignifies  nothing  to  fay  that  the  Demons 
had  no  Hand  in  thefe  Matters,  wrhich  were 
only  the  Juggles  of  their  Priefis.  Whether 
the  evil  Spirits  fent  real  Prodigies,  or  their 
Priefis  only  feigned  them,  or  whether  the 
pure  Effects  of  Nature  were  not  often  con¬ 
strued  into  Prodigies ;  the  Fa 6!  remains  good, 
that  the  People  were  frightened,  and  that 
their  Terror  did  not  bring  them  to  true  Re¬ 
pentance.  All  that  they  did,  on  the  Appear¬ 
ances  of  Prodigies,  to  appeafe  the  Wrath  of 
the  Gods,  was  in  no  Senfe  proper  to  appeafe 
the  true  God  ;  did  not  in  the  leaft  diminifli 
the  Empire  of  Sin  in  the  Heart ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  was  entirely  adapted  to  make  the 
divine  Majefty  redouble  his  Rage.  Hence  it 
evidently  refults,  that  God  did  not  create  and 
exhibit  Comets  to  terrify  Mankind,  and  de~ 
clare  to  them,  that,  if  they  did  not  expiate 
their  Faults,  they  fhould  be  feverely  pu- 
nilhed.  < 

Upon  the  Whole,  how  much  foever  we 
examine  antient  Hiftory,  we  ihall  find  it 

contribute 
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contribute  to  eftablifh  thefe  three  Truths. 
I.  That  Things  which  were  taken  for  Signs  of 
the  Divine  Anger,  whether  extraordinary 
Appearances  or  monllrous  Productions,  con¬ 
tributed  only  to  foment  the  facrilegious  Wor¬ 
ship  of  Idols,  inflead  of  eradicating  Sin  from 
the  Heart.  II.  That  the  Devil  could  find 
no  better  Secret  for  the  Extenfion  of  Idolatry, 
than  that  of  terrifying  People  by  real  or  fup- 
pofed  Prodigies.  III.  That  the  Apparition 
of  a  Prodigy,  true  or  falfe,  always  acquired 
new  Honours  to  the  falfe  Deities.  We  are 
obliged,  then,  to  conclude,  that  God,  by 
his  Miracles,  concurred  with  the  Devil  to 
eftablilh  and  extend  the  Qagan  Superflitions  ; 
or  we  muft  deny  that  Comets  are  exhibited 
in  the  Heavens  as  Signs  to  warn  us  of  the 
Approach  of  divine  Vengeance,  in  cafe  of 
Impenitence. 

Which  of  thefe  two,  Sir,  is  moll  agree¬ 
able  to  our  Idea  of  the  divine  Majefty  ?  Think 
if  it  be  poffible  that  the  fame  God,  who  de¬ 
clares  by  his  Prophets,  that  nothing  is  more 
abominable  to  him  than  the  Worfhip  of  Idols  j 
who  testifies  more  Indignation  again#  his 
People,  when  they  facrifice  upon  Mountains 
and  under  green  Trees,  when  they  honour  the 
Gods  of  the  Gentiles,  than  when  they  fall 
into  Theft,  Murder,  and  Adultery ;  who 
begins  his  Law  with  a  double  Prohibition  a- 
gain#  ferving  any  other  God  but  him  ;  who, 
to  give  the  more  Weight  to  this  Prohibition, 
propofes  himfelf  under  the  Character  of  a 
God  all-powerful  and  jealous,  extending  the 
Punishment  of  Offences  to  Children  of  the 
fourth  Generation^  and  his  Goodnefs  to 

obedient 
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obedient  Parents  thro’  a  thoufand  Defendants  5 
whereas  he  contents  hi mfelf  with  limply  for¬ 
bidding  Murder,  Theft,  Unchaftity,  and  Ca¬ 
lumny  :  That  God,  who  punifhed  the  Adora¬ 
tion  of  the  Golden  Calf  by  the  moft  iignal 
Vengeance,  by  leaving  his  People  to  ferve  the 
whole  Holt  of  Heaven,  and  thereby  bring  on 
themfelves  the  Punifhment  of  a  long  and 
painful  Captivity ;  in  a  Word,  who  would  not 
fuffer  his  Servants  even  to  eat  of  Things  fa- 
crificed  to  Idols :  Think  if  it  be  poffible,  I  fay, 
that  this  very  God  fhould  kindle  up  new  Lu¬ 
minaries  from  time  to  time  in  the  Heavens 
to  intimidate  the  Nations  of  the  Earth,  and 
infallibly  drive  them  to  all  the  Ad:s  of  Idola¬ 
try  which  each  thought  proper  to  expiate 
his  Crimes,  and  difarm  the  Divine  Vengeance ; 
the  Gauls  and  the  Carthaginians ,  for  Example, 
to  facrifice  Numbers  of  Men  :  Excreable  Abo¬ 
mination  !  for  which  the  Divine  Majefly,  by 
the  Mouth  of  his  Prophets,  expreiles  fo  much 
Indignation  againft  the  Jews,  who,  in  Imita¬ 
tion  of  many  others,  burnt  their  Children  to  the 
Honour  of  Idols;  and  for  which  he  punifhed, 
in  fuch  an  exemplary  Manner,  the  Kings  Achaz 
and  Manajjeh . 

If  I  have  proved  that  thofe  Comets,  which  Comets  m 
appeared  before  the  Publication  of  the  Gofpel,  more  ®min™s 
were  not  formed  exprelly  to  advertiie  Man-  fore  chrifL 
kind  of  the  Diflrefs,  which  God  in  his  Anger 
prepared  for  them ;  it  is  evident,  that  thofe 
which  have  appeared  lince  that  time  have  no 
more  Right  to  that  Character,  the  fame  Rea- 
fon  ftill  fublifting  again#  them. 

For  firjt, ,  If  Comets  before  the  Vocation  of 
the  Gentiks  were  mere  natural  Effects,  as 

H  well 
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well  as  Eclipfes  and  Earthquakes ;  'it  would 
be  as  ridiculous  to  fay  that  now,  iince  the  Con- 
veriion  of  the  ‘Pagans ,  Comets  have  changed 
their  Kind,  and  are  no  longer  Works  of  Na¬ 
ture,  bat  miraculous  Signs,  as  it  would  be  to 
pretend  that  Eclipfes,  Iince  that  time,  are  be¬ 
come  fupernaturai  Effects.  And  if  Comets 
are  pure  Works  of  Nature,  it  is  evident,  that 
they  cannot  be  Signs  of  future  Evils  5  as  well 
becaufe,  (what  I  have  already  fiiewn)  they 
have  no  Connexion  with  Evil  to  come,  as  be- 
caufe  there  is  no  Revelation  which  informs  us 
that  God  has  effablifhed  them  for  fuch  Signs. 
Ought  not  this  to  have  been  told  us,  as  well 
as  that  the  Rainbow  is  a  Surety  that  there  will 
be  no  fecond  Deluge? 

Secondly,  The  fame  Theological  Reafon, 
which  amounts  to  a  Proof  for  the  Time  pre¬ 
ceding  Chriftianity,  has  the  fame  Force  thro* 
all  Ages  fince  :  For,  notwithstanding  the  ad¬ 
mirable  Prog-refs  of  the  Crofs  of  Chrifi ,  the 
greateft  Part  of  Mankind  have  continued  Idola¬ 
ters ,  or  turned  Mahometans.  At  prefent,  ex¬ 
tended  as  Chridianity  is,  and  tho*  it  has  made 
its  Way  into  the  New  World,  it  is  certain 
that  moil  of  the  Nations  of  the  Earth  are  ftill 
plunged  in  the  thick  Darknefs  of  Infidelity.  So 
that  if  God  propoied  to  denounce  his  Anger  by; 
feeding  Comets,  it  mull  follow  that  he  pro- 
pofed  to  re-animate  a  falfe  and  facri legions 
Devotion'  among  Mankind  5  to  augment  the 
Number  of  the  Pilgrims  to  Mecfra,  and  of  the 
Offerings  that  are  confiantly  made  there  to  the 
moil  infamous  Impoftor  that  ever  lived  5  to 
caefe  the  Building  of  new  Mofques;  to  make 
die  Toriaquis  and  Dervifes  invent  new  Super- 
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ftitins,  and  to  occafion  an  Infinite  Nurrchtr  of 
other  abominable  Things.  For  tho  Saturn 
and  Jupiter  are  no  longer  known.  Mankind  are 
not  lefs  protfituted,  than  anciently,  to  the  molt 
extravgant  Idolatry. 

Without  fpeaking  of  the  horrid  Ceremonies  ihlm’rf 
practifed  in  Mexico  and  Peru  not  long  iince,  the  modem  tir 
and  of  thofe  human  Sacrifices  made  in  Honour 
of  their  Idols,  which  the  Spaniards  have  put 
an  End  to  in  the  Places  they  are  pofiefled  of  ; 
who  that  has  read,  does  not  know  that  the 
Indians ,  the  Chinefe ,  and  the  Japanefe ,  are 
molt  miferably  wide  of  the  Mark  in  all  that 
regards  Religion  ;  that  they  worfhip  Apes  and 
Cows  y  confult  the  Devil  in  burning  Moun¬ 
tains,  and  carry  their  falfe  Devotion  fo  far  as 
to  bury  themfelves  alive,  or  drown  themfelves, 
in  order  to  obtain  the  Honour  of  Canoni¬ 
zation  *  that  they  build  Temples  to  the 
Devils,  and  to  the  Prince  of  the  Devils  ex¬ 
prefly  by  Name  (which  is  more  than  the 
Antients  ever  did)  and  give  Way  to  all  the 
Excefies  of  a  blind  and  mad  Superftition? 

Now  there  is  fo  great  a  Connexion  between 
believing  that  the  God  we  adore  is  angry, 
and  the  tendering  to  him  more  zealoufly  the 
Worfhip  eftablifhcd  by  Cuftom,  that  it  is  im~ 
poffible  to  delire  that  an  idolatrous  Nation 
fhould  know  that  Heaven  is  in  Wrath,  with¬ 
out  defiring  it  to  renew  the  Exercife  of  its 
Religion  with  double  Ardor.  Confequently, 
if  God  creates  Comets  to  teach  Men  that  he 
is  angry  with  them,  and  that,  if  they  do  not 
appeafe  his  juft  Indignation,  he  will  chaftile 
them  feverelyg  it  muft  be  his  Deiign  that  all 
Infidel  Nations  fhould  recur,  with  new  Ardor, 
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each  to  his  own  Worfhip,  and  abominable 
Ceremonies  :  Which  being  falfe  and  impious, 
we  are  obliged,  by  Principles  of  Religion,  to 
fay,  that  in  the  Intention  of  God  Comets  can-* 
not  predict  any  Evil.  Allowing  at  the  fame 
Time,  tnat  if  there  be  extraordinary  celeftial 
Illuminations  in  any  Part,  viflble  only  tofome 
City,  or  to  fome  Country  that  knows  the  true 
God,  as  it  happened  formerly  over  the  City  of 
Jerufahm ,  they  ought  to  be  taken  for  Signs, 
fent  by  a  particular  Providence. 

But  to  imagine  that  a  Body,  which  makes 
T 'hat  Comets  the  Tour  of  the  World  every  Day,  and  does 
have  partial-  not  appear  to  threaten  Chriilians  more  than 
lar  Cbarac-  jjeathens,  the  Engtijb  more  than  the  Spaniards , 

Jhe'wThey  can-  a  Prodigy,  which  every  Nation  is  to  believe 
■  not  he  Signs,  that  God  has  made  exprefsly  to  denounce  its 
Ruin,  is  utterly  incredible  ;  becaufe,  helices 
my  former  Reafons,  it  is  impofhbie  that  every 
Nation  fhould  be  obliged  to  dread  Ad  verify 
from  the  Sight  of  a  Cornet.  For  it  ap]  ears 
from  Hiftory,  and  even  from  every  One's  Re¬ 
flexions,  that  God  never  chaflifes  all  Mankind 
at  the  fame  Time.  The  mold  general  Afflic¬ 
tions  always  fpare  whole  Nations.  The  Di¬ 
vine  Providence  difpenfes  its  Favours  in  fuch 
Manner,  that  every  one  has  its  Part  in  turn  ; 
and  there  never  was  feen,  iince  the  Deluge,  a 
general  Chaftifement  ail  at  once,  nor  a  Profu- 
j Ion  of  good  Fortune,  at  the  fame  Time,  all 
over  the  Earth.  God,  were  he  to  a£t  other- 
wife,  would  difconcert  the  whole  Chain  of  his 
Providence.  Now,  as  the  Experience  of  a 
•  great  Number  of  Comets,  which  have  ap- 
peared,  does  not  teach  us  that  God  has  ever 
made  ufe  of  fo  extraordinary  a  Conduct,  there 
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is  no  room  to  imagine,  when  we  fee  any  of 
theie  traniient  Luminaries,  that  God  deligns 
to  do  more  than  he  has  done  on  other  Occa- 
iions.  We  know,  by  the  Events  that  have 
followed  Comets,  that  when  any  have  ap¬ 
peared,  the  Delign  of  Providence  has  not  been 
to  plunge  all  the  Nations  of  the  World  in  an 
Abyfs  of  Calamities:  On  the  contrary,  that 
Providence  has  deligned  to  Ihower  down  its 
Favours  on  many  People.  Whence  it  follows, 
that  all  the  People  upon  Earth,  when  they 
have  feen  a  Comet,  were  not  obliged  to  ap¬ 
prehend  they  were  going  to  be  overwhelmed 
with  Calamities.  Nay  it  is  not  even  pollible, 
if  they  confider  the  Courfe  of  Providence, 
that  they  fhould  in  general  have  fuch  Appre- 
heniions  :  For  God,  for  the  moffc  Part,  makes 
ufe  of  one  Nation  to  chaftife  another,  giving  ' 
to  Thofe  the  good  Things  he  fuffers  them  to 
take  trom  Thefe.  If  at  the  Time  when  the 
tPerfians  ought  to  have  dreaded  the  Downfal 
of  their  Empire,  the  Macedonians  had  feared 
the  Deftrudtion  of  their  Kingdom,  is  it  not 
certain  they  had  been  in  an  Error?  Whence 
I  infer,  that  if  it  was  Gods  Intention  that  all 
People,  who  fee  Comets,  lhould  think  their 
Time  approaching,  it  mull  be  his  Intention 
that  the  greateil  Part  of  Mankind  fhould  de¬ 
ceive  themfelves :  Thofe,  for  example,  whom 
he  has  decreed  to  conquer  thofe  Kingdoms, 
which  his  Wifdom  fees  proper  to  overthrow. 

Now  as  it  would  be  impious  to  believe  that 
God  can  have  fuch  Intentions,  it  is  impoffible  { 

that  the  Macedonians ,  for  inflance,  v>ere  o-  | 

bl  ged,  under  the  Penalty  of  a  mortal  Fine, 

Jo  believe  that  the  Cornet  which  appeared  at 

the 


(<&')> 

the  Beginning  of  Alexanders  Reign,  threa¬ 
tened  them  with  total  Ruin.  Gcd  therefore, 
not  being  capable  of  obliging  Men  to  judge 
falfely  ol  Things,  cannot  poffibly  have  any 
fuch  Dehgn,  as  to  engage  all  the  People  in  the 
World  to  believe,  that  every  Comet  they  fee 
Is  a  Prediction  of  their  own  Misfortune.  Yet 
this  muft  be  his  Dehgn,  if  the  vulgar  Opinion 
of  Comets  were  true.  It  is  falfe  therefore, 
and  cannot  be  cleared  of  Impiety  on  any  other 
Account,  than  from  the  little  Reflection  Man¬ 
kind  make  upon  the  Circumftances  of  Comets,, 
where  they  are  taken  for  Signs  of  Male— 
diction. 

Summary  of  In  all  probabilty,  we  fhould  in  general  get  rid 
ki$  Argument,  of  this  Prejudice,  if  every  one  would  coniider, 
with  found  judgment,!  the  following  Parti¬ 
culars.  I.  That  Comets  have  nothing  in  par¬ 
ticular,  which  may  lignify  to  any  People,  that 
it  is  to  them  exprefsly  they  are  fent.  II.  That 
if  they  have  any  Commiffion  to  denounce  the 
Wrath  of  God,  they  make  the  Denunciation 
in  general  to  all  the  People  of  the  Earth. 
IIL  That  they  are  very  equivocal  Signs,  which 
could  not,  for  example,  have  foretold  the  De- 
fhudion  of  the  Greek  Empire,  without  pre¬ 
dicting  the  Profperity  of  the  Ottomans  ;  the 
Death  of  one  Pope,  without  prefaging  the 
Elevation  of  another  ;  the  Death  of  a  Con¬ 
queror,  without  referring  to  the  Bonfires  that 
will  be  kindled  in  other  Nations,  which 
dreaded  the  being  brought  under  the  Yoke-  of 
his  Power.  IV.  f  hat  they  are  Signs  fo  gene¬ 
ral  and  obfcure,  that  we  ice  no  Indication  of 
what  is  in  fad:  to  arrive,  more  than  of  what 
will  not  happen.  V.  In  a  Word,  That  they 
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are  Signs  accompanied  with  many  Circum- 
Itances  unworthy  the  Wifdom  and  Holinefs  cf 
God.  I  have  touched  upon  fome  of  thefe  Cir- 
cumftances  in  fpeaking  of  Eclipfes,  and  could 
produce  more  of  them  were  it  neceftary. 

You,  Sir,  may  think  of  the  Matter  what 
you  pleafe:  For  my  Part,  I  cannot  take  it  in¬ 
to  my  Head  that  God  propofes  any  thing 
more  in  the  Formation  of  Comets,  with  Re¬ 
gard  to  us,  than  what  he  propofes  in  all  other 
natural  Efle&s.  All  thofe  who  have  raifed 
themfelves  to  God  by  the  Knowledge  of  na¬ 
tural  Things,  cannot  but  enter  into  the  Views 
of  his  Providence  in  the  Formation  of  his 
Creatures.  But  I  cannot  comprehend  how  a 
Man  that  takes  for  a  Miracle  what  is  not  fo, 
has  any  Notion  of  the  End  which  God  pro¬ 
pofes;  becaufe  to  me  it  does  not  feem  pro¬ 
bable,  that  God  can  ever  have  delign  to  lead 
us  into  falfe  Judgment.  Upon  this  Principle 
I  believe,  that  if  God  deligned  to  advertife 
Mankind  of  the  Calamities  that  threatened 
them,  he  would  do  it  by  Means  which  would 
be  not  only  very  intelligible  to  thofe  he  di¬ 
rected  the  Threatning  to,  but  which  could 
not  be  mifcontrued  by  thofe  he  intended  to 
diftinguilh  by  his  Favours. 

Th  is,,  I  think,  is  fufficient  to  degrade  Co¬ 
mets  from  the  Rank  that  has  been  given  them, 
as  being  Prodigies  fent  by  God  as  the  Heralds 
of  his  Judgments.  It  would  be  worthy  only 
the  fabulous  Divinities,  fuch  as  Qan  and 
Jpollo,  to  inject  falfe  Alarms  into  the  Minda 
of  Men,  and  not  to  explain  themfelves  but 
by  Enigmas. 
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Original  of  It  would  have  been  as  eafy  to  trace  the  Rife 
th  vulgar  O-  of  this,  and  many  other  popular  Errors,  as  it 
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fimon concern-  jg  to  demolifh  any  one  of  them  t.  and  to  have 
tng  omets ,  provecj  the  whole  from  undeniable  hiftonca! 


Teftimonies.  But  as  this  wo  Ed  be  extending  | 


my  Letter  beyond  the  Bou  ids  T  have  pre¬ 


ss  as  beyond  what  the 


fcribed  my  felf,  as.weSj 
Subject  may  require^  I  lhall  only  fay  in  general 
(what  my  Author,  Mr  B  yle^  has  at  large 
made  apparent)  fhat  the  Opinion  concerning 
Comet  Sj  which  makes  them  pafs  for  tPrefages  of 
puhlick  Calamities ,  is  a  B. slick  of  the  antient 
Pagan  Superftition ,  founded  in  the  general  tyajjion 
of  Mankind  to  dive  into  Futurity  \  and  that  it 
was  introduced  and  preferved  in  Chriftimity  thro 
a  c Prejudice ,  natural  to  all  who  take  Things  on 
trufty  in  favour  of  Antiquity . 


1  am, 


FINIS. 


